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Important information about using these exemplars.

These exemplars have been designed to stimulate and facilitate discussions

of student writing, teacher expectations, and instructional strategies for improving
student writing, with the ultimate goal of improving teacher instruction and
student writing.

Much work has gone into the development of these exemplars. First, a committee

of master teachers created the tasks, focusing on the English Language Arts Standard
Course of Study for each grade level (6-8). Then, the NCDPI Certified Trainers of
Writing encouraged teachers within their districts to have students complete the
on-demand tasks. Teachers and/or supervisors from each district then reviewed the
student work, selected and annotated works representative of each grade level, and
submitted them to NCDPI. Finally, consultants at NCDPI facilitated teacher work
sessions in which the final papers were selected, discussed, and annotated.

These exemplars also are not intended to replace or supplement information from
NCDPI Testing/Accountability Division about scoring of the state writing assessment.
While similarities exist between the two projects (on-demand writing, types of
writing, etc.), the ultimate purposes differ and the levels of classroom expectations
may or may not reflect precisely the levels of achievement on the writing test.

The standard-setting process for the writing assessment achievement levels is

more formal and official than our approach of reflecting teacher opinions of the
compositions as low, middle, or high.

Finally, these exemplars should not be used to “calibrate” teacher or dictate

grades within a classroom. While individual teachers will most likely agree on

the progression from low to high within these few samples, the actual “cut” points
between low to middle and middle to high are intentionally not delineated. Because
groups of English Language Arts educators worked on several steps of the process,
these exemplars illustrate a generally accepted consensus, rather than a unanimous
endorsement. Teachers may engage in both affirmation and argument as they
discuss the compositions, the annotations, and the suggested next steps.

Please always remember that these papers are meant to spark discussion and
explore related instructional strategies. For additional questions on how to use
this document, contact pblackmon @dpi.state.nc.us or pchalmers @dpi.state.nc.us.
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PAPERS







ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

" GRADE 6

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

Have you ever Yook a skl trip to the mountains? I
Lave and Wt wiLL be one I wiLL never Gorse’f. Tle
€reez\n.3, Lard show, Tle many, brozes, and wben I
€inaLLy courd skl wiLL be n my, merorys Sorever.,

First o€ aLL the snow was not soet and Quesy, W
was cord and Lard Like ice! T remember tlat tle
most, E'very‘i"\me I wowd €aLL I wowd yeLL, ocly!
PALso I Sef ancther broze!

TLat s My next reason I remember so werLL aLL
tle brozes I 30‘(’. Everyﬁme I €aL I wouwd say,
'““Sliere s anotler broze.” Acter teip I counted
about /S brozes! T did not ever wanted to ski
anymore. UntiL I reaLy Leared.

FinaLy T did Learned to ski. T was so Lappy
when I went down tle b‘\S Litr. T was so excited!
I tod ™y mother tliat T did not want to Leave, I
wanted to s+ay Corever and ever. But tle next day
we packed up and Le€ted,

T Lad a wonderfu time! T wisl, T don’t Lave to
wait unfic next winter +L\ou;3l4. TLhat s tle most

moromaL trip I ever fook.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer has focused on the ski trip as the
topic for the memory/incident. The writer
provided reasons that the trip is memorable
rather than providing a rich narrative of the inci-
dent. The writer responded to the writing task,
but focus is weakened as the writer describes
some specific details rather than explaining the
personal significance of the trip.

ORGANIZATION

The paper is organized, but the structure is
rigid and confining. It is a formulaic five-para-
graph essay rather than an expressive, narra-
tive account.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Details support reasons but do not elaborate or
explain the events or their significance. Rarely
does the writer use specific details to describe
the ski trip.

STYLE

The writer’s style is impeded by lack of attention
to purpose, audience, and context. While
attempts are made to interject feeling and
description, they are not effective for the task.
The writer lacks a definite style. There is very
little use of appropriate words, phrases, or
descriptions. The student is very repetitious
concerning the bruises sustained during the trip.
The writing has little movement.

CONVENTIONS

The paper exhibits errors in subject-verb agree-
ment. The writer attempts to create dialogue but
doesn’t use appropriate conventions. Spelling
and sentence formation errors weaken the piece.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The writer needs to organize the paper in a way to plan for
support and elaboration. In the classroom, the student can be
guided to understand purpose, audience, and context better by
reading memoirs by Patricia Polacco or others. This student
would also benefit from mini-lessons on punctuation.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING
¢ Why was this event important to you?

* How does it make you feel when you finally go down the big hill?

COMMENTARY

While this writer has written about an incident (a ski trip), gram-
matical problems, formulaic writing, and lack of supporting
details impede the reader’s progression through the paper.
Therefore, this paper is below grade level.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

" GRADE 6

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

one thing that happened in my life that | will
never forget is my St grode teacher Mrs. Bourne.
She was Kind, Funny, and cool. | will never forget her
because she would let us stay outside longer, didn+
gile homeworl, and Yook my Friends and | places
when We got good grades. When she let us stay
outside longer she would play 4-square alot with us.
Sometimes she would even bring her camera and let
us malke movies. But the best thing of all was she
would play soccer, and she wasnt that bad! The one
thing she said at the begeming of the year wos that
dhe wouldn+ gile alot of Zomeworl. We did most of
Hhe work in class so we didnt have much homewort.
She made us study hard and long, but it was wuerth it.
The only homewort she would give was a few math
problems. The lagt thing is that when we got good
grades on tests all month she would toke the ones
that did his and go somewhere with them. one time
dhe took us to the mall and we had a blagt! We ate ot
ehick-fil-a, looked at foys, and played at the arcade.
Mncther time wWas when she tool us Yo Cristos and
went bowling. | got my best score that day and beat
elenjone. Mrs. Bourne wos a loving and caring
teacher and that is why | will never forget \er.

FEATURES

FOCUS

This paper focuses on a teacher and some
aspects of her personality and classroom, rather
than a single remembered incident. Therefore,
the focus is not appropriate to the task.

ORGANIZATION

This writer does not employ an effective organi-
zation strategy. There is no effective beginning,
middle, and end in this paper. There is no logical
progression of ideas, and therefore the piece is
not coherent.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

While the writer provides some support for his or
her ideas, the details are not related to the task.
Elaboration does not support the development of
a recounted incident; rather, the details are used
to support a clarification-type structure.

STYLE

The writer has some sense of control of
language but does not use it effectively to
address the purpose or audience. The writer
does not demonstrate effective use of para-
graphs. The paper lacks precise vocabulary and
fluency.

CONVENTIONS

The paper has few grammatical errors; however,
it also exhibits below grade level sentence struc-
ture and use of vocabulary.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

In classroom instruction or an individual conference, this writer
needs to be provided good models of expressive writing that
narrate a fictional or autobiographical account (SCS 1.01). In addi-
tion, the writer needs direction to focus the writing on the speci-
fied task.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

What is one incident you can write about that you remember
from Mrs. Bourne's class? Why was this experience meaningful
for you?

COMMENTARY

This writer takes an inappropriate approach to the task by evalu-
ating interactions with an individual (Mrs. Bourne) rather than
reflecting on the personal significance of a single remembered
incident. Therefore, this paper is below grade level.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

MIDDLE

GRADE 6
0\

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

My most memorable experience was when L
was going to my brothers basketball game at North
High School.Before my brothers game the girl
varsity were playing and at half time we were
losing by 3. When all the girls were going into the
locker room there was this man that came out in
the middle of the court. He said anyone that wants
a chance to win a hundred dollars that you had to
pay a dollar and then you had to shoot a foul shot
and if you hit it you would shoot a three pointer and
if you hit that you would get to shoot a half court
shot in the boys varsity game and if you hit that you
win a hundred dollars.

I went up to the man and gave him my dollar
andI got a basketball andI shot the free throw
and I hit it whenI was at the three point line and
shot it and it rolled around the goal three times and
finally just dropped strait in.I could’nt belive it I
was going fo have a chance to win a hundred
dollars.I went running back up the bleachers
where my dad and sister was setting there just
smilling like a lion, When it shows it’s teeth,

I went over in the front of the gym pacing back and
forthsayI can doit, Everybody had confidence for me
on East side but North didn’t even think about me hitting
it. At the end of the girls game the score was North 50
and East U7.Then it was the boy varsity game I was
even more nervous.

Before the boys halftime I went and got me a
drink. After that the buzzard went off for halftime
to start. The man said everyone that hit your shots
to come to the middle of the court. There were six
people counting me,

I was so nervous my legs were shaking. This
older guy about 20 tried to make me shoot first but
I said No way hosae.So then we all got in line I was

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer establishes a clear focus, and the
paper progresses to a climactic ending.The
writer remains focused on the $100.00 basket-
ball shot throughout the piece.

ORGANIZATION

The paper exhibits a clear progression of ideas
that is unified and complete. Most details help the
story progress logically from beginning to end.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Specific details extend the major ideas. Some
of the details, however, become irrelevant and
slow the action. While focus remains on the
event itself, more elaboration on the “big event”
that wins the student the $100.00 would
strengthen the paper. Additional elaboration is
needed to explain the personal significance of
the experience.

STYLE

The writer uses precise vocabulary (e.g., “so
nervous my legs were shaking”) and builds
suspense through descriptions of actions and
feelings progressing toward the final shot. This
writer shows strong style in relating feelings
with a unified voice.

CONVENTIONS

The writer’s punctuation and usage errors as
well as his/her poor control of language struc-
ture compromise the strong content of the
paper. The writer also fails to use some words
according to their standard meaning (e.g.,
strait). Some of the convention errors add
unintentional humor to the story such as the
use of “buzzard” instead of “buzzer”



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This writer would benefit from teacher/peer conferences and
mini-lessons related to proofreading, especially punctuation,
capitalization, and editing. This paper could be strengthened
with a narrower focus on the one major incident: What is/was
the most important event? The student might elaborate that
incident in a play-by-play account, and then delete unnecessary
information from the current draft. The student also needs to
focus on why this event was so significant and how it provided
growth and/or change (SCS 1.01).

COMMENTARY

This writer understands elaboration; however, the writer needs to
be more selective and careful with conventions. While the paper
is flawed with technical errors, this writer has a strong under-
standing of a narrative, expressive piece. This is a vivid recollec-
tion. The next step in the student’s growth as an expressive writer
would be to reflect on the event’s significance.

in the verey back shewing fingers.The
first guy that shot airballed, it the
second person hit the backboard, the
third person airballed, it the forth
person hit the bacboard, the fifth
person hit the rim, and the sixth person
was me I got artun and go and threw
it up it went straight in nothing but net.
Evereyone screamed and hollard
because no one realy through the
youngest one would hit it after every-
one else had missed it.

The man took me back in the room
and gave me exactly $100.00. That’s
the most memroble experience I have
ever had in my hole life, wellso far
any how.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

MIDDLE

GRADE 6
0\

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

Memonries

Memaories are very special. Jhey remind us of
wonderful, sad, and even angry times we have had.
But the ones that are happy are the ones that warm
your bheart. Whenever you think of them, you feel
bove, joy, peace, and even contentment.

One of my very spbecial memories is about my
born first. He wasn’t crying. 9. remember my mother
saying that she thought be was supposed to. cry. Phe
thought something was wrong! 9t was very funny.
But when 3 looked into my brothers eyes, 9. felt very
bappy, like 9. had just seen an angel. 3 could nat
believe 3 was a big brother. Now. 9. had someone to
show how to. dance funky, and to shour houwr to play
with G:-9-3oes. 9. felt s0. proud.

Tben my sister was born. She was crying. Jhere
to go. into. the delivery room right away. When 3 saur
ber eyes, it was the same. 9. couldn’t believe 3 was
able to show my Uttle sister dance funky. UWhen 9
booked into. her eyes, she completely pulled me in to
ber beautiful face. 9. was ready to pinch her cheeks

Outside, they fjust seemed like reqular babies. But
inside my heart, they were like glowing angels. 9.
still couldn’t believe that 9. had become a big brothen.
These babies were my key to. brotherly foy.

3 don't even have to say why this memory (L do
day, when 9 tee my brother and sister, they smile at
me and they knouw 9'm there Big Brothenr.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The focus is directed toward the feelings and/or
emotions of an incident, but the event itself is
not recounted. Focus is weakened by superficial
description. The writer never takes the reader to
the action.

ORGANIZATION

A good introductory paragraph sets the tone for
the paper; however, the progression of events
does not follow. The topic of memories seems to
take the writer in a variety of emotional directions
that lead to a sense of disorganization. There is
little sense of progression other than first a
brother is born, then a sister.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Details are given as descriptions of feelings (e.g.,
“happy like an angel,” “they know I'm their big
brother”) but have no relevance without action.
The writer leaves the reader to determine the
importance of the event.

STYLE

The writer uses appropriate words and phrases
to engage the reader (“l could just pinch her
cheeks and kiss her face.”). The writer paints a
picture by saying, “When | looked into her eyes,
she completely pulled me into her beautiful
face.” This vivid language seems lost because
the writer has not established a clear focus (a
single remembered incident) that connects
these images.

CONVENTIONS

No drastic mechanical errors impede the
reader’s understanding of the writer’s meaning.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This writer has passion for the subject matter and has strong
potential as an expressive writer. During planning and revision,
this writer would benefit from being shown models of narrative
writing that include expression, action, and progression. Also, this
writer may need a planning tool that helps organize planning the
action of the narrative.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING
e |s this the birth of twins?

e How many experiences are you recounting?

e How could you revise your paper to help the reader visualize a
simple remembered incident about your brother/sister?

COMMENTARY

This paper provides a good example of personal expression,
though the writer has not clearly focused on a single remembered
incident. The writer has potential for writing well expressively. The
writer addresses SCS 1.03 by connecting personal experience to
content and SCS 1.04 by discussing changes in self throughout
the learning process. Deliberate and direct instruction will help
this writer as he or she plans expressive papers and focuses on
the critical incidents that bring about personal learning growth
and change.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

GRADE 6

HIGH

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

“10,9, 8, 7, * was my, €irst basketbaLL qame and
T Lad the barL with, the cLoek +‘\c\<‘\r\3 away. I was
s‘(’ar\d‘\r\3 at tlie top of tle xey, however fo 3&‘*’ ‘o
tlat pont I Lad to qo +L\rou,3l4 e pre—game yitters,
tLe embarrass‘\r\.s sbot, and tle winner.

It was my Sirst qame I waLked o tle qym
wearing wy, Lawks uni€orm. I Lad been scared aLL
morning Just Like any, 7-year ord wourd be. We were
PLAY N tle Soutlhiwood YZu,Sra#s , a feam fLat I
Lieard was reaLLy 3°°d' I met My team, shaking, I
Lad butterfiy’s aLL n my sfomacl,, T kind of caLmed
down untiL tle TZu.sra'!"s waLked n the M, they
Looked faLL and ‘3°°d ) My stomacl, €eLt a Lithe
woozy. I was reary scared,

I started tle qame, and my, team was up six fo
r\o'!'b\‘\r\? but I 30‘(’ a rebound, and slot tlie baLL o
tLe oy‘ﬂ,\er teams basket wliel, qave them Lots of
momentfum., I was so embarrassed. Tle coacl, ook
me out, and tord me tlat Wt was aLL r‘\sl,d'. I cat
Like I was about fo ery. My team pLayed Lard to
make up tle diccerence I Lad put on them.

L_ead‘\ns {to tle Last s+33es of tle qame I came
back W fo tle qame SeeLing Like T courd make up
wlhat I Liad done. My team Liad went on a €-0 run to
br‘\r\.s us back witliin a point, and we Liad tLe baLL
witl, /S seconds remaining, Our pont .Su,ard dribbLed
tle baLL up tle court, and qave W to our best
pLayer. He dribbLed tle baLL to tle basket, and
passed the baLL to me. I Looked to thyrow the baL
Yo someone eLse, but nobody, was open. “Tle crowd
was screaming /0, 9, 8 and witl, 7 seconds Leet I
sbot the baL ber\d‘\r\.s my knees and pushing as Lard
as I courd. Tle baL Lt tlie back of tLie rim and
bounced up. Tle tle baLL saed +L\row3l4 e basket
witl, 6 seconds Leet, Our team ended up winning aLL
because my, sbhot.

FEATURES

FOCUS

This writer maintains focus on a single incident,
a basketball game that the writer played at age
seven. Specific focus is on the winning shot in
the context of this game. In addition to narrating
the incident, the writer also explains the
personal significance of this experience.

ORGANIZATION

This writer uses two organizational strategies.
The overall strategy is a chronological recount
of the basketball game. The writer also has used
a circular structure by beginning the paper with
a countdown of the critical winning shot and
returning to it near the end of the paper. (“The
crowd was screaming 10, 9, 8, and with 7
seconds left...)

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Events are elaborated specifically in this paper,
and a play-by-play account of the critical point
in the game is provided. Though word choice is
limited, elaboration strategies are appropriate
to more action (e.g., “dribbled,” “passed,” “shot
the ball bending my knees and pushing as hard
as | could”).

STYLE
This writer begins with suspense to gain readers’
interest (“10, 9, 8, 7...”) and continues to build

suspense throughout the account. The writer’s
style is appropriately informal for this subject.
The writer uses accurate basketball terminology
and provides a play-by-play recount of critical
points in the account.

CONVENTIONS

This paper exhibits standard usage (except “my
team had went”) and correct capitalization and
spelling. Several sentence formation errors,
including fragments and run-ons, can be seen in
this paper.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The introduction would be stronger if it were revised. While the
use of a countdown to create suspense is effective, revealing the
final outcome of the basketball game may decrease readers’
interest. The writer may benefit from examining texts that employ
a variety of sentence structures.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

How might you vary the structure of your sentences to add
interest for you reader? (Note: Currently, most sentences begin
with “1" This will also help with the style feature of this paper.)

COMMENTARY

This piece incorporates SCS 1.04 (identifying changes in self
throughout the learning process) as the writer recounts an inci-
dent from when he or she was seven years old and reflects on
why it is still personally meaningful.

While this paper begins with an appropriate suspense-building
technique, the writer compromises a promising introduction by
hinting too strongly at the final outcome and by using a formu-
laic final sentence in the introduction. This writer has a clear,
appropriate focus and has built the incident to a climax. This
writer could improve the paper by varying sentence structure
and using a more extensive vocabulary (SCS 6.01).

When I Lest tle qym My coacled
yerLed "Great sbiot, XX XX, I fat
very, Lappy withy myseL€ but W probabLy,
wourdn’t Liave been so sweet &€ Wt wasn’t
Cor the pre-qame yitters, tle embarrass-
“\»\3 moment and everyﬂ,{\r\% eLse. I prob-
abLy Learmed €rom tlhe qame flaat I was
Lucky, and I slowd work on my skwis
{fo prevent mistakes. However, Wt €eLt so
3ood to see My sbot qo n.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

NN GRADE 6

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

| remember When my dog had puppies. |t was
exciting. | wos at school eating lunek, when one of
e office ladies came up fo me and said "get your
bags packed because Your dod is on the WQ\/.” When |
got Zome | raced o the laundry reom. There sat my
mom 1r\ing o \elp ‘\’0\"\/ (M\/ dog) Nave puppies. TWo
Nad already been born so | went Yo sneek a peel.
They were adorable! So | wropped them up in a blan-
et fo Leep warm. Then | got in grubby clothes so |
could get dirty and went fo help my mom. It was
inferesting, exciting, and £un all at once. | would like
to be a Veterinarian when | grow up so it was Very
interesting fo me while eVeryone else thought it was
gross. The way it went was fally would have a puppy,
breal the sack, clean the puppy, then mom would rub
it and | would dry it (But for the first two my mom
Nad Ho breal the sack with scisors). Tally #ad +en
puppies but nine lived, the seventh puppy came out
wrong because Jou could see the fubes and Fat and
muscle on \is stomache. We had five boys and five
girls but after the whole thing was over we had
four boys and Five girls alive. | remember, there were
tWo White ones (even though they were pure Vellow
lobs), one wos a boy (We named oliver) and one vias a
girl (We named annie) oliver was so Fat that \e
wadled when \e walked, Then annie Wos pre-muture
and wos so finy That we \ad to carry her everyvere
while all the other ones stumbled or walked around.
The reason Wk the puppies are important to me is
becavse they gave me experience for the next
fime, love for any animals (Which | already had) and a
place in my heart. We still have one of the puppies
Nis name is Jackson and \e is one Vear and four
months old. e is a sweet and handsom dog. | love
those puppies even though there not puppies
anymore. and hat’s ™y story.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer establishes a focus by remembering a
single incident (the birth of the writer’s dog’s
puppies). This incident engages the reader and
maintains focus throughout the paper.

ORGANIZATION

The writer exhibits minor lapses in control when
relating the incident. The writing has some
misplaced details (e.g., “l would like to be a vet
when | grow up so | thought it was interesting...”)
that weaken the progression of events.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

This paper provides examples of specific
details when recounting an incident and
provides sufficient information. While the writer
provides many details, some appear irrelevant
to establishing the significance of the event
(e.g., dogs’ names, putting on old clothes).
Cohesiveness is weakened by information and
details unrelated to the birth of the puppies.

STYLE

The writer’s choice of words is appropriate to
the audience, purpose, and context, although
the subject matter may be a bit graphic. The
tone presents childlike innocence that makes the
subject matter engaging and acceptable for this
task. The paper lacks an appropriate paragraph
development strategy.

CONVENTIONS

The writer’s use of run-ons and sentence frag-
ments weaken the paper but do not interfere
with the overall message.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The student may need direction on selecting points to elaborate
that illustrate the significance of the event. Prewriting strategies
might be one way to support the student’s growth.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

e How could you provide an ending that explains to your reader
how this experience was meaningful for you personally?
(NOTE: Lead the student to revise the paper to eliminate the
“and that’s my story” from the current draft.)

e Where could this paper be divided into paragraphs?

e How could you rephrase “the way it went was” to make this
phrase and the progression of events more engaging?

COMMENTARY

This writer narrates the account of his/her dog having puppies
with sufficient detail to engage the reader. The organizational
structure is weakened by lack of paragraphing, and minor lapses
in the progression of ideas are present. More attention to the
purpose, the remembered incident, and its importance would
strengthen the response.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

"' GRADE 7

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

Strolling toward the beach on a beautiful day, I did
not know the danger that awaited me whenI went
around that one curve for the very first time,

As the car sqeaked around the curve I jumped
up andI saw the humugous blue ocean.I got very
excited and started to jump around and bounce on
the seats. All of the sudan I could not breathe.I fell
down into the floor and tried to get a grasp of
breath butI couldn’. My mom heard the big thump
when I hit and floor and she looked at me and she
got a terrifying look on her face.As I turned bluer
she told my dad to go to the hospital.l felt like
crying but I couldn’t get a breath to do it.

As soon as we arrived at the hospital my mother
rushed me intfo the emergency room. My doctor
which is my hero now came in and anounced his
name to be Dr.Petterson.He put me into a breathing
mask and put me to sleep. While I was sleeping he
told my parents the problem as well as the solution.I
stayed in the hospital for three days that week, of
my family vac ation. When I got out of the hospital
we went and stayed at the hotel untill saturday.
When we got home half of my family came o my
house that day.I got a lot of attention and gifts. This
incident that I had was memorable for two reasons.
The first one is it was my first time that I had went to
the beach, and that on that day I could have died.If
I had died thenI would not be here to tell this story
to anybody. Now since I have got olderI have
grown out of my respiratory problem andl am doing
good, But every time I go to the beach think about
this incident. If I had not grown out of this problem I
could not go to the beach again which is bad.

Now that I am olderI understand that what
happend that day was more sirious than I took it,
I will never forget this memorable incident.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer attempts to respond to a single
remembered incident but quickly loses focus
because of the lack of organization and support.

ORGANIZATION

The writer relates a series of events in his/her
life that resulted in going to the hospital. The
progression of ideas is somewhat related, but
the writer does not present a unified or
complete paper.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer gives little support because he/she fails
to develop the topic sufficiently. In addition, the
writer seems to omit important information vital
to the development of the piece. For example, the
writer says, “While | was sleeping he (the doctor)
told my parents the problem as well as the solu-
tion.” Here the writer fails to disclose the problem
or the solution to the reader.

STYLE

The writer does vary the sentence structure by
using phrases. However, the choice of words
and phrases is limited, doing little to enhance
the paper.

CONVENTIONS

The writer has basic control of grammatical
conventions.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The writer needs instruction in the use of a prewriting strategy
that shows a single focus and addresses the issues of personal
reflection on the incident to redirect his/her topic.

QUESTION FOR CONFERENCING

What were you thinking while you were lying on the floor
unable to breathe?

COMMENTARY

Rather than focusing on the topic, the writer gives an account
of something that happened previously. The topic was never
addressed; therefore, a focus was never achieved. In the next to
last paragraph, he/she does mention the respiratory problem.
The incident was memorable because he/ she “could have
died.” The writer needs to redirect his/her focus to issues that
can be addressed. He/she needs to reflect on how that problem
changed his/her life.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

"' GRADE 7

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

When 9. was eight years of age 9 was given a
femabe. pupppy beaghe for my birthday. This dog
taught me the important lesson of responsibility. He

Every morning before school 9 would get up a
five-thirty, put on some small boots, gral a leash,
and a pack of dog food and head out the door. Even
though 9 was half asleep 9 was determined to. prove
te my parents that 9. was responsible encugh to. have

Y 3 was invited to a gathering or a birthday
party 9 wouldn’t go. because 9. felt it my duty as
awner of that dog not to leave ber for my parents to
Sn taking care of my beagle.

Waking up at five-thirty and refusing to. let
school everyday 9 would let ber out of ber pen and
run with her, 9 would change be water, feed benr,
and 3 would clean out her pen. Once a week 9
would give her a bath and pull the fleas off ber, for

9 finally proved to my parents that 9. had learned
an important lesson, a lesson U never forget, the
great lesson of responsibility.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The paper is about the concept of responsibility
rather than a single incident. While the writer
attempts to express the personal learning and
growth experienced as a result of getting and
taking care of a dog, the focus is weak because
it is not related to a single remembered incident.

ORGANIZATION

The paper lacks a clear progression of ideas
because details are not relevant to the purpose,
and the paper strays from the task.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Although there are details present to support the
concept of responsibility, there is no evidence to
support a single remembered incident.

STYLE

The writer does show signs of reflection and
explains lessons learned. However, more
purposeful vocabulary and more detail in word
choice is needed to develop ideas appropriate
to the task.

CONVENTIONS

Few errors are present because minimal risks
are taken in word choice, vocabulary, and
sentence structure.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The writer will need conferencing to help him/her recognize and
understand the differences between concepts (responsibility) and
a significant event (acquiring, bathing or feeding the dog).

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

¢ Which event would you select to develop into an effective
expressive essay? Why was this event the most important to
you?

* How did this remembered incident help you to grow or change
personally in your understanding of yourself? In developing
your insight related to responsibility?

COMMENTARY

By writing about a concept rather than a single event, the paper
loses focus in the very beginning. As a result, the first two para-
graphs do not serve a purpose. After conferencing and review,
the student should be able to narrate a single incident.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

GRADE 7

MIDDLE

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

“IL look like a huge Scab!”I outraged as I stared
in the mirror. Learning to ride a bike is what got me
into what seemed to be on ongoing torture.l’d
never road a bike untilI was nine. Yeah, I rember it
like it was yesterday. Althrough I hated falling to
the ground and getting allscabed up it was a real
important event in my life and stillis.

Okay, it was not easy learning to ride a bike but,
I was determined.I fell riding on grass, parking lots
in which the cement felt as hard as the thickest
amout of steel you can imagine fo my cold, bare
cheeks.It seemed absurd how how my cousin and
his friends could ride around like that while I
annocened fo myself how many scabs I had while
laying on the ground. “eight, nine, ten.” Ten scabs.
Pittyful? Yes.

I kept trying, trying, and trying my hardest. When
I finally got this whole bike riding thing down-
packed.I was so overjoyedlI didn’t know what to
do with myself.So, I just kep riding my bike up and
down the sidewalk.It was so much more exsiting
riding my bike now thatI new how maybe because
I didn’t spend so much time laying on the groun.

Learning to ride a bike was a really important
event in my life. 1t faught me how to never give up
when things are not going your way.How to belive
in yourself and know that you can do anything you
set your mind to.Like W.e.b dubois said in an Ebony
magize you can step up in life if you believe you
can.I think that my trile in learning to ride a bike
proves his theory correct.

Even now that aallill my scabs are healed L
really wouldn’t mind doing it all over again.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer narrates a single remembered inci-
dent, learning how to ride a bike, and includes an
above average leap into self-reflection. The writer
provides strong focus and attention to the hard-
ships experienced while learning to ride a bike.
He/She ties this reoccurring theme into a reflec-
tion that is emphasized by its larger implications
on future experiences.

ORGANIZATION

This paper exhibits a circular organizational
structure. The writer begins with an exclamation:
“I look like a huge Scab!” and the paper ends
with the writer reflecting that the pain and scabs
were worth it—and that he/she “wouldn’t mind
doing it all over again.” The writer develops the
incident through his/her personal realization that
learning to conquer one difficult task gives self-
confidence in life.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

While the writer uses specific details to
describe the incident, more relevant elaboration
is needed to relate the insight and connection
to reflection. The inclusion of an appropriate
quotation from a magazine is sophisticated for
an on-demand response.

STYLE

The writer’s voice resonates in the specific
words and phrases chosen to describe the inci-
dent ( e.g. “’l look like a huge Scab!” | outraged
as | stared in the mirror,” “..the cement felt as
hard as the thickest amount of steel you can
imagine to my cold, bare cheeks,” “ ‘eight, nine,
ten. Ten scabs. Pittyful? Yes.”). The writer uses
some figurative language that helps to develop
the images being presented. The use of infor-
mal language like “Yeah” and “Okay” should
be omitted or substituted for more audience-

appropriate language.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

CONVENTIONS

Sentences, while fluent, at times lack sophistication, complexity,
correct punctuation, and structure. The incorrect word usage
“downpacked” instead of “downpat” along with other spelling
errors become obstacles to the reader.

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The student should be guided toward relating the impact of the
significant events developed in the piece. With guidance, this
writer could revise the piece by weaving reflections throughout
the events. Incorporating appropriate “thinking” dialogue and
vivid vocabulary could move this to a high paper. Care should be
taken to distinguish between the appropriate and inappropriate
use of fragments.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

¢ How could you better paint the picture and add to the drama of
learning to ride a bike?

¢ How was your confidence affected when your cousin and his
friends learned to ride bikes before you did?

COMMENTARY

The writer, intentionally or by accident, seems to take an induc-
tive approach by ending with the quotation that
relates/connects the theme running throughout the incident.
While attempts are made to use vivid and figurative language,
they often seem a bit forced or contrived. The writer uses an
informal approach to the writing task, as having a conversation
with the reader that adds a more personal tone. The use of
informal language (such as “Okay,” “Yeah,” and “Yes")
contributes to the conversational tone of this paper, which
gives it voice. The use of emotions and details support the
writer’s ideas that mastery of one event gives the self-confi-
dence to extend into other domains.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

GRADE 7

MIDDLE

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

e fime I saved tle day.

Two summers aqo I Le€t Virgiha fo board on an
awrpLane, and qo Yo Nortl, Pakoata to see my, dad. It
Yook me about six Lours to 3&* Yo Nortl, Dakoata.
WAhen I arrived Yo Nortl, Pakoata’s MationaL Airport
everyone was tlere. I rode with my, dad, my, step-
mom wy, brotlier and My sister, TLe weatler was
sunny, and md.

“Two weeks Lad an_ready passed and I Lad knew
everybody around tle r\e‘\sb\borb\ood. I Lad aLso met
the mean Kid next door too. He was ony about 8 at
tle time, but sure did .384’ n a Lot of froubLe. He’s
tle one tliat is flie main pont of the €ire tLat
burend my, dad’s and our ne\glhboors qarages down.

It aLL started on ™y third week s‘(’ay W MNortl,
Takoata. Tle mean ki\d was \n Lis dads qaraqe pLa3y\ng
around. My, sister and I was on tle sidewark PLAY NG
witly, s\dewarLk clark. We Liad used aLot of W up so
I ran n s\de to ask ™y parents &€ tLere was anymore
chark. They, were s‘\ﬁ'\r\s n tle LWVing room wa‘('c.b{ms
e teLevision. WAiLe I was asking them €or clark
X took a quick quance out tlie window. I saw some-
+L\‘\r\3 qray and cLoudy. Then & SnnaLiy Lt me, some-
+L\‘\r\3 s one €ire. I stopped wlhiat I was asking and
sad tlheres a €ve. W\y dad ran to the window, Looked
outside and Le ye\_\_ed 3&‘(’ out of tle Liouse. ToLd
me to .Srab my, sister and run across tlhe street, I did
as I was foLd and darted across the street. f\/\y
sfep-mom ran up-staies fo gqrab my, baby, brotler. My,
dad ran out of tle apartment witl, tlie plione n Lis
Land diaLing 97/, When the €ire trucks arrived, they
put out tle €ire and started asking qwes‘ﬂor\s about
wlho .So‘ﬂ' tLie €ire started and Liow dd we see . ﬂ/\y
dad expLaned every+b\\r\.3 to tle €reman., He aLso
mentioned Low I Lad saved tLe day,., I was awarded

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer chooses a single event to narrate;
a neighborhood kid sets a family’s garage on
fire. Great attention is given to the incident
with personal implications added that establish
the event’s importance to the writer. However,
the writer does not develop the relationship
between the incident and its significance as a
focus of the paper.

ORGANIZATION

The writing is organized simply, recounting
details in the order that they occur and leading
to a final, brief explanation of importance. The
chronological organization has limited extension
or sophistication. The introduction is wordy and
includes too many irrelevant details (e.g., “It
took me about six hours to get to North Dakota.”
“I rode with my dad, my step-mom, my brother
and my sister” “The weather was sunny and
mild!") taking the reader until the third paragraph
to begin to see the incident develop. The writer
attempts to tie all events into the climactic
ending of “saving the day.”

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writing is developed with details that
orient the reader to the scene of the fire, the
people’s reactions, and the resulting events.
While the writer describes the event in some
detail, the irrelevant details (e.g., “only about
eight at the time,” “sitting in the living room
watching television”) slow the momentum of
the story and take away from the focus. The
main event, the fire and saving the day, is
sparsely elaborated. The writer does attempt
to add some supporting description of “some-
thing gray and cloudy.”



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

STYLE

The style is not well crafted, but the voice of the young adoles-
cent writer is clearly present. The writer has a basic sense of
control over the simple language presented. However, the word
choice and sentence fluency is underdeveloped leaving the reader
disengaged from the emotions or impact of the fire. The writer
relies too heavily on general, rather than specific language.

CONVENTIONS

Inconsistent mastery of mechanics and usage is evident in
the work. The author has patterns of incorrect plurals and
possessives. Minor problems with subject/verb agreement
and run-ons are also present.

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

Directing the author to narrow the focus to a single incident, the
fire, would allow him/her the opportunity to further develop the
emotional and reflective aspects. Encouraging the reflection and
emotion will develop a stronger voice for this piece. One method
during conferencing might be to have the writer return to and
explain the choice of titles.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING:
e Why/How did you save the day?

e What impact did this fire have on you and the way you've
decided to help people?

¢ How do you choose the details that are most important?

COMMENTARY

The writer narrates a meaningful personal experience but gives
very little attention to the significance this event has played in
shaping or changing his/her perspective. The writer needs direc-
tion in getting to the point of the main event quickly and focusing
on making a connection between the stimulus event and the
insight gained from the experience.

a medaL and 30‘(’ to qo out to Luncl, witl,
my Gam“\\,y and the cliie€ of Parrison
Fire Dept..

“This day was Wwportant Yo me because
I was considered a Lero. This ncedent
Lad Led me to My LiCe fime qoaL., {o

Lerp peopLe.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

GRADE 7

HIGH

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

When I look back on my life, it’s amazing to see
how so much could happen in such a short period
of time. Many important events have come and
gone—for instance, the first time I ever flew in a
hot-air balloon (also the last time).I’ll never be
able to forget that! The magnitude of such an
occurrance is larger than one would think.It was a
once-in-a-lifetime chance, completely altering my
opinion about flying and how the first airborne men
must have felt.

Upon my invitation into the basket, I knew this
was something special. How many kids get to fly in
a hot-air balloon?I only know two, counting myself.
I guess its because of the cost (and circ um-
stances), which is another way I got lucky. My
aunt’s friend, captain of the contraption, allowed
me to ride for free! Now, this type of experience,
flying open in the wind, is worth much more than
zero dollars.

Once in the air, my whole perspective on flying
changed.l associate the term with lots of people
an airy cabin, uncomfortable seats and a stew-
ardess, allinside a ‘big metal bird” But ballooning
include only about three to five, poking their head
over the rim to see the world below them. An
occasional blast of methane, and peace and
serenity resume control. The passengers are feeling
all the sensations of flying, and not having to worry
about the crying baby two rows behind them.

Just imagine—two or three hundred years ago,
actually soaring above the ground. How it must
have felt to be the first man in the air, thought the
machine bearing you isn’t considered efficient
next to competitors.I felt like this, pretending to
be the first to do so as I floated freely along.It
was like another world...and I unlocked it.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer narrates a coherent and engaging
story about a single remembered balloon ride.
By using extensive, expressive, and precise
vocabulary, the writer expertly weaves the reflec-
tive features among the relevant details. This
technique allows the focus to be maintained and
strengthened throughout the composition.

ORGANIZATION

Smooth transitions orient the reader to
become engaged with the writer’s experience
during the balloon ride. The organizational
structure takes shape as the writer establishes
the memorable event and strategically moves
through the progression, reflecting on various
aspects of the experience by making connec-
tions to self and society.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer deviates from the “play by play”
development of support by elaborating on the
feelings and connections the experience brings.
(i.e. “Once in the air, my whole perspective on
flying changed.” “l associate the term with lots of
people, an airy cabin, uncomfortable seats and a
stewardess, all inside a ‘big metal bird” ” “How
it must have felt to be the first man in the air,
though the machine bearing you isn’t considered
efficient next to competitors. | felt like this,
pretending to be the first to do so as | floated
freely along...”) The details are relevant and
sufficient in achieving the purpose of the task.

STYLE

The writer takes an intellectual leap, going
beyond the ordinary. This fresh approach and
deep personal reflection throughout the piece
creates unique appeal. The writer’s authentic
voice is revealed to the reader through expert
control of selectivity in word choice, details,
and varied sentences.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

CONVENTIONS

The writer has a firm grasp of the use of conventions in writ-
ten language. Any minor flaws do not impede the message
being conveyed.

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The writer will benefit from positive feedback through contin-
ued support and encouragement of growth in vocabulary
development and complex language structures. Showcase the
writer’s success.

COMMENTARY

The writer’s reflection on the incident is fresh, coherent, and
engaging, showing a strong command of the essence of expres-
sive writing. The writer’s ability to convey the significance of this
event in his/her life shows an exceptional achievement for a
seventh grade student. The focus on personal reflection and
connection is maintained throughout the paper with phrases such
as, “completely altering my opinion,” “my whole perspective on
flying changed,” “it was like another world . . . and | unlocked it
Whether intentional or not, this writer establishes a connection to
the SCS objective 1.01 when he/she writes, “How it must have felt
to be the first man in the air....” This very expressive reflection is
sensitive and provides a window into the mind of the writer.

Obviously, this entire experience is
important to me, because it’s left
quite an impression. As stated long
before now, it’s importance is due to
the changes in perspective it gave
me, how it placed me in the shoes of
the first in flight, and how different and
one-time-only-type it is. So it burns
brightly in my memory; from the
second the balloon left the ground to
the instant we landed, I haven’t
forgotten a thing.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

" GRADE 8

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

Have you ever had an incident happen to you?
Do youremember it? Was it fun or horrible? I’ll tell
you about a great thing that happened to me.

About two years ago,I went to a camp.Ilt was
called Ambassador Camp. We got up early in the
morning. You could feel the cool, brisk summer
wind in your face as you walk the long path to the
lake. My footsteps were silent as I walked. The
long, old pier into sight. The moment of truth.I had
heard that this lake was haunted. Of course I
believed it, With only my bathing suit on,I got in the
freezing cold waters of Lake Waccamaw. As
freezing as it was, me and the people of my cabin
swam in the deep waters. We went to a boat with,
yes, a pair of big, red skis. This was my fear! My turn
came.l was still looking over my shoulder making
sure no monsters would eat me.I went up to the
skis and grabbed on.The skiboat sped up.I started
to get scared andI fell painfully and helplessly into
the murky waters.I started to cry.But I was deter-
mined to learn how.I tried to drown. But my life-
jacket would not allow it.I decided to give it one
last shot.I did it!!I learned how to ski.I was flying
like a bird. The wind and waves were slapping me in
my face.I lost control and fell, but I got to ride the
boat back.I was very proud of mysel£ I forced
myself fo ski and did it.I will never forget what I did
andI am very proud.l’ve skied every year and now
I am the best in my cabin. But this was soooo much
better!

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer focuses on learning to ski at camp,
although the focus is not clearly revealed until
about halfway through the paper. The student
fails to reflect on the personal importance of the
incident or the changes that occur as a result of it.

ORGANIZATION

The paper is organized and progresses from
one event to the next; however, the writer’s
insertion of irrelevant descriptions causes the
organization to be weak.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

While the writer does provide vivid details of
the freezing deep and murky waters of Lake
Waccamaw, the main event (learning to ski,
particularly getting up on the skis) is not
supported or elaborated with sufficient details
(feelings, movement, actions) to make it the
significant part of the recollection.

STYLE

The writer incorporates figurative language
with ease (“l was flying like a bird”); however,
the writer tends to overuse adjectives, listing
rather than painting the picture with bigger
strokes. There is a sense of voice throughout
the piece that could be strengthened by more
sophisticated word choice and more complex
sentence structures.

CONVENTIONS

The writer exhibits control of mechanics, includ-
ing spelling and punctuation. The paper does not
include appropriate paragraph divisions. More
complex sentences would add interest to the
paper.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This writer should be guided to plan with an effective graphic
organizer or other planning tool that incorporates needed
elements for the task (e.g., characters, setting, action or main
event, reflection). The graphic organizer used by this writer did
not allow him/her to organize the paper logically because it did
not show a relationship between and among the ideas.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

* How could you draw the reader into your experience more
quickly?

¢ How did you plan your paper?

¢\What details could you provide the reader to show, and not just
tell, your story?

COMMENTARY

The writer effectively builds suspense by describing the events
leading up to the moment he/she attempts to ski for the first time.
However, the focus on the event itself is weakened by a lack of
elaboration. In addition, the significance of the event receives
only minimal attention from the writer.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

GRADE 8

MIDDLE

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

Everyone bhas experiences that they will aluways
nemember. Jhe most memorable experience for me
i when 9 urecked on a four-wheeler and got lost.
What makes this experience o memorable? Having a
fouwr-wheeler flip over me ib not something 9 would
want to. happen again, 9 sprained my ankle, the
and bowr 9. felt when 9. got back to camp is what

3 was seared when the four-ubeeler flipped ouver.
and they decided to. go. down a really steep hill.

AL we began to go down the wheels sbipped and we
turned sideways and flipped over. We were flung
foward. Jhe next thing 9. knowr is the four-uheeler
Amagingly 9. wasn’t hurt but the fear that 9. felt

s definately something 9. don’t want to feel again.
After getting cuer the shock we got back on the
fourn-wheeler and began to. go. very slouwdy down
the mountain. Jhat was nothing compared to. what

As we were going down the mountain, the founr-
wheeler ran out of gas. 9 went running off to see
3 thought 9. had broken my ankle but 9. later found
out, 3 had only sprained it really bad. 3 limped
back to. the four-wheeler and the person 9 was with
and we decided to just start walking. Jhere was
bound to be someone arcund. Jhere was! Jhank you
God! 3t wasn't aver yet though. 3 was practically
hopping by then and we explained everything that
us a ride. Jhe ride was bumpy and it furt my ankle

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer has not established a clear focus on
a single remembered incident. Rather, the writer
seems to focus on a series of unfortunate events
related to a four-wheeler accident. Though the
writer indicates getting lost, it is not clear when
or where the writer actually got lost during
the incident.

ORGANIZATION

Even though the writer develops a beginning,
middle, and end, the paper does not establish a
clear, logical progression of ideas. There appears
to be a lack of relatedness among ideas.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer uses elaboration but leaves the
reader with many questions. The writer gives
considerable information but does not inte-
grate ideas related to the significance of the
information.

STYLE

To add suspense and drama to the piece, the
writer effectively incorporates the use of ellipses
at the end of the second paragraph, and later
states, “It wasn’t over yet, though!” However, the
sentences generally lack variety and hinder the
overall flow of the story.

CONVENTIONS

The writer exhibits some control of grammatical
conventions that are appropriate to the task.
Fragments and run-on sentences impede the
reader’s progress through the paper.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

As is true of many writers in the middle range, the earnest tone
indicates a writer willing to do what is expected. The paper is
thoughtful and sincere. The writer needs to review grammar,
usage, and mechanics (SCS 6.01), particularly focusing on
conventions of complex sentence structure. During the revision
process, the writer needs to redirect the focus toward one specific
incident that will connect the events to self.

COMMENTARY

The writer gives the details in a piecemeal fashion, rather than in
an organized way. The writer does attempt to connect the incident
to self through the description of feelings as the events occur
(e.g., scared, confused, sick to stomach). More elaboration is
needed to convey effectively the significance of the incident.
However, because of the piecemeal presentation of events, the
reflection does not engage the reader adequately.

neally bad. Jhen it had to start raining.
We both got soak ing wet but 9 didn’t
care 9 wasn’t bost anymore.
that has happened to me, but the way 3
felt was worse. When 9 was lost 9. had
mined feelings. 9. was scared, confused,
and 3 felt like 3 was going to be sick
to. my stomach. Jhose feelings all uent
away when we got back to. where we

A boon as the tuwck was close
encugh to. the campsite, 9. jumped out
and ran to my mom. 9 dide't care about
my leg or how scared 3 was, 9 was
back with my mom and 9 was so. happy
and relieved, that 3 was cying.

Tbis will always be a memory. 3¢
never forget and 3 hope 9 don’t have to
everything happens for a reason and 9.



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

GRADE 8

MIDDLE

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

I€ I cowd remember one experience n my LiCe,
W wourd be tliis past summer wlhen I Lad a pienic
witl, my Unere Bryan and Aunt Ann n tlie mountains.

My mom, dad, brotler, and myseL€ piLed nio our
brand new, puter Yuxkon XL. My €atler cranked up the
engine and proceeded to €oLLow ™y aunt and uncie, just
alead of us n their brack Camry, down tlLe Liglway,,
and flen up fle Brue 2idge Varkway,. Acter what
seemed to be a cer\+ury, we €naiLy arrived at fle
park. We pied out of our cars to see a whorLe hew
worrd r‘\.sbd' N Eront of us. We saw €amiies of every,
sliape and size aLL around us Lhaving €un and er\‘)oy‘\r\%
tLe time +L\ey were s-per\d‘ws '('o«sd’b\er.

We aLL Looked around €or a LittLe wliLe and
spotted tle perfect pLace to enyoy our Lomemade
Liam sandwicles. TZ‘\.SL\'(‘ tliere \n €ront o€ us was a
smaLL patel, of qrass witl, a perfect s\ize concrete
tabLe. On tle r'\.sbd’ s\de was a qroup of slyrubs, and
on the Lect, and \n €ront o€ us was a smaLL creek.
As aLL six of us crossed the creek on tle b‘\.s, wet,
aLqe covered stones, we aLL 3o+ our feet wet, Tle
water was as coLd as ‘ce, but noone seemed to mind,

Acter herping our parents and aunt and uncre, my,
brotlier and I slied our top Layer of cotles to
reveaL our decorated baﬂ,{\ms suits, We ford our
parents that we were qo\ng ‘o qo expLore +L{\r\35 and
of€ we went., We warked flirougly ankLe Ligh praces,
knee Ligh pLaces, and waist ligh pLaces. We warked
around fwists and fuens, and SinaLLy we .3o+ so fired
we furned around and Lieaded back to our pienie spot.

When we ‘3°+ back, our Luncles were wa‘\'("\r\.s Cor
us. f\/\y mother Liad €ixed us Lam sandwiclyies on
whyte boney, Cara Lee bread, aLso on our pLaces was
a mountain of potato saLad, some potato clips, and
some baked beens. Acter everyone Snisled eaﬁr\S, we

FEATURES

FOCUS

Focus on the family picnic was established in
the first paragraph and maintained throughout
the paper. Lack of emphasis on the personal
significance of this incident weakens the focus.

ORGANIZATION

A sequential chronological organization of
events is presented.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Superficial elaboration like, “the ankle high
places, knee high places, and waist high places,’
and overuse of forced adjectives such as “big
wet alge covered stones,” detract from the over-
all flow of the paper.

STYLE

While the writer has used descriptive language
(e.g., “white honey Sara Lee bread,” “puter
Yukon XL,” “decorated bathing suits”), the
writer’s word choice does not contribute to the
progression of the story.

CONVENTIONS

Minimal grammatical errors do not impede the
reader’s understanding of the ideas conveyed.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The writer needs to reexamine the style of writing used as it
pertains to purpose, audience, and context. The writer drifts to
unnecessary ideas and details.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING
*What have you gained from this “quality time” spent with your
family?

*What made you choose the details that you used in your paper?

COMMENTARY

The reader is immediately distracted by the overuse of forced
adjectives. The writer fails to select details that best illuminate the
topic. With proper instruction, this writer should quickly move to
an understanding of how to effectively organize ideas that
connect events to self and society (SCS 1. 01).

aLL sat down and taked. We taLxed
about every%{w\%.’ Acter about two and a
LaL€ Lours of +a\_\<‘\r\3 W was time Cor
My CamiLy, Yo Liead back Liome to
FayetteviLe. My brotler and I clyanged
Crom our wet ba%{w\% suits and Loped n
our car, CoLLowed by our mom and dad.
We said our sad qood-byes and 4Len dad
cranked up tle engine and we Leaded
back down the BrLue TZ'\dse Parkway Cor
FayetteviiLe.

Tlis s tle experience that T wourd
remember; my, summer n tl.e mountains,
Lhaving a pienic witl, My €amiy, .



ENVIRONMENT EXPRESSIVE

TASK

<M GRADE 8

]

Narrate a single remembered incident and tell why it was (is still) important to writer.

The one incident that | remember the most is
when | got a Fishing hook stuck in my wrist.

| remember it wos raining that day, and | hod been
Fishing vith some of my friends. We were coming
back from Lope tatteras, and the deck of the boat
was wet. Whenever we would speed up everyone would
slide to the back becavse of the water. When the
boat slowed, we would slide fo the front of the boat.
We had 4o be careful 4o +ry o stay on our feet |
put my arms out o help me balance.

The boat slowed so we could look at something
Floating in the water. We leaned over the side to
get a better look. Then the boat sped up and we
slid fo the back of the boat again. This time we fell
in a heap on the Fishing rods.

| got up and started walking away when | felt a
Tug on my wrist | looked down and saw a Fishing hook
stuck in my Wrist. | moued my arm and the hook went
deeper into my arm. | didnt want 1o act like it \or,
but it did. | was also scared. tow was | going to get it
out? My Friend said, “What's wrong?” | old \im | had o
Fishing hook in my wrist. ke Velled for N dad 4o
come and \elp us. Mr. Waters came over and said
‘What \appened boy?”

My Wrist was really starting fo hurt now. Every
time the boat it a wWave, my arm moved and the
Fisking hook Went in deeper. | was biting my lip and
Nolding my wrist with my other hand. Mr. Waters ook
my Wrist in Nis hands. Re 4ried 1o hold the Fiching
Nook still so it Would not go any deeper in my arm.
te told Bill Yo go get s toolbox. When Bill got back,
Mr. Waters et the Fishing hook From the line. ke
said That would Keep it From moving in my Wrist so
muek. Mr. Waters said ke could get the hook ouf, but
Ne wanted Yo wait until we docked.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer clearly establishes and maintains a
focus on an incident, a fishing hook accident.
However, the writer does not sustain focus on
the personal significance of the incident.

ORGANIZATION

The paper has a definite beginning, middle,
and end with complete and related ideas. The
writer selects a chronological approach to
recount the events.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Effective use of concrete, specific details (“I
was biting my lip and holding my wrist with
my other hand”) strengthens the power of
the response.

Related and sufficient details move the action
and make the paper interesting to read.

STYLE

The incorporation of dialogue and other charac-
ters’ actions contribute to the authenticity of the
piece. However, additional sentence variety and
more sophisticated vocabulary are expected at
the eighth grade level.

CONVENTIONS

The writer has control of grammatical conven-
tions that are appropriate to the purpose, audi-
ence, and context.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This essay could be improved after discussions with a small
group of students or a conference with a teacher. The writer will
need to see examples of how to use remembered feelings to
connect related events.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

* How can you incorporate your feelings about the accident into
your paper?

*\What other relevant details could be added to show, and not just
tell, your story?

COMMENTARY

This paper represents an example of a controlling idea that has
been well developed. The writer effectively narrates a relevant
personal experience, but neglects to show the significance of this
event in his life. The brief statement, “| have a scar to remind me
to be careful around fishing equipment” is the only evidence of
reflection. Very few variations of strategies emerge as the rather
predictable tale develops.

An Nour later we finally reached land
Mr Woters cut the end of ¥ of the
Nook. Then he said \e Was afraid +o
try fo get it out. ke fook me to the
medical center.

The doctor said it might hurt when
\e Yook the \ook out. It did! | thought |
would pass out. | have a scar o remind me
o be careful around Fiching equipment.



INFORMATIC
PAPERS







ENVIRONMENT INFORMATIONAL

TASK

Read or share article on soil erosion. Students will write a summary.

Sow erosion s becoming a very, mportant probLem.
I<€ tle Lumus s eroded, tlen the Land produces very,
Low amounts of crops.

e two ways tLiat sow can be eroded are by wind
and water. I€ tle Lower sow s €rozen, but tle top
is not, W can easiLy be bown away by, wind erosion.
I€ solL s on a sLope, W can be easiLy wasled away,
by rain or otler Corms of Liquid.

However, there are ways of prever\‘ﬂr\% eros\on.
Contour ‘*"\L.\_ase reduces water erosion by PLOWINg
across the LiLL nstead o€ up and down. Us‘ms no—tLL
agricufure, ony 2" o€ sow are stirred up, and it
keeps crop ¢4 pLant residue on the topsow Longer,
Wind erosion can be reduced by, windbreaks. It is
Lerpfur n reduc‘\r\s wind veL.oc‘\'('y over €elds., A
€inaL metlod used s by Leaving tlie crop residue on
tle ©erd. TLis reduces erosion and qves a ligher
quan_'r('y sow., These are tle many, ways you can
reduce erosion.

“Tlere are many, drawbacks o eacl, way, erosion can
be reduced. WAtL, contour ""\1_1_838 , the slhape of tle
€ieLd makes W unabLe 4 not practicaL to use tlis
metliod. ITn no—tL a.sr'\c.m_‘mre, tle system does not
work n aLL solL +>,pes. Because of tle bLade used,
W works very, weir n sandier solLs, and does not
work n compacted sows, Like lheavy, cLay ones.
TThere are many, drawbacks of windbreaks., Because
Carmers must Pay fYaxes, rent, and mantenance, ‘H,\ey
are very expensive. ALso windbreaks take out many,
acres of crop production. Leaving crop residue on the
QeLd attracts pests. Tlien €armers must decide
between sowL conservation and clemicaL appLications.

TThere are many, Liard descisions tLat €armers must

make n -preserv‘\r\.s sow.

GRADE 6

HIGH

]

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer clearly focuses on soil erosion prob-
lems and maintains focus throughout

the paper.

ORGANIZATION

The writer maintains logical progression
throughout the paper beginning with identifica-
tion of the topic, then informing the audience of
preventions and drawbacks of each method.
There is a conclusion but it is weak.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer includes relevant details to support
the main idea. The writer tries to include all
examples from the article.

STYLE

The writer states the facts in a very straightfor-
ward manner. The writer does use transition
words to link the ideas.

CONVENTIONS

There are few grammatical errors. The writer
indicates a good understanding of conventions.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The writer needs to write a closure that is more effective to
strengthen the paper. The writer could also identify some of the
short simple sentences he/she uses and combine these into
complex sentences.

COMMENTARY

The writer proves to the reader that he understands the article.
The writer tries to include too much specific information from the
article instead of being selective in choosing what is important.
The information is well-organized and specific.



ENVIRONMENT INFORMATIONAL

TASK

Read or share article on soil erosion. Students will write a summary.

Soil erosion b a magor problem for farmers
today. When s0il erodes, the uppermost bayer of
dirt, called the bumus or topsoil, gets blown or
for erosion, but they come with a cost.

One alternative to. fanning to. prevent erciion i
to i contoun tillage. Jhis method involues plowing
impossible. Farmers could use the no-till method,
though.

This no-till approach only stirs up 2’ of locse
down and overturns 8 of loose soil. Plus the tradi-
tional plows’ are utiliged to. breakup dirt clods in
beany clay soils and weeds. Jhe no-till method leaves
these crop and plant residues to bhelp hold s0il
together. Jhe major problem with no-till, though, s
same ll-effects.

While leaving crop residue in the soil to hold it
together all winter works, it also. offers a babitat for
pests. Again, farmers must use chemicals to reduce
pests f crop rotation is not an option. An option
that doesnt’ involue chemicals is windbreaks.

Windbreaks block the uwind, keeping topioil from
windbreaks take wp space, and they shade cut crops
to the side of them albo. Jor every quarter mile of

windbreak, about one acre of crop production is
eliminated. Jhe drawback is that farmers must pay

d<;M GRADE 7

0\
¥

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer establishes a clear focus that is
maintained throughout the paper. The writer
focuses on methods to prevent soil erosion
and their drawbacks.

ORGANIZATION

There is logical progression throughout the
paper. The writer devotes a paragraph to the
different methods of preventing erosion and
the drawbacks of those methods. There is good
transition between paragraphs. Sentences are
linked by the use of precise vocabulary.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

All details that are used are relevant to the
topic. The writer makes a point, explains it, and
tells about the problem it creates. Enough infor-
mation is given to tell the reader what he/she
needs to know.

STYLE

The writer chooses vocabulary from the article
and uses it appropriately. The writer chooses
language that is precise, engaging, and well
suited to the topic and audience.

CONVENTIONS

The writer uses a variety of sentences correctly,
punctuating them properly, and avoiding frag-
ments and run-ons. The writer indicates a good
understanding of conventions.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The writer needs to be praised for writing a successful summary.

COMMENTARY

The writer has written a precise summary of the article that
includes no irrelevant details. The paper demonstrates the writer’s
ability to paraphrase and use strong vocabulary to maintain the
original intent of the article. One of the strengths of this paper is
the use of transitions within and between paragraphs. The writer
shows his ability to maintain his focus throughout the paper,
especially in the engaging conclusion.

taxes, rent, and maintinance for wind-
breaks that don’t produce any benefit.
So., ab you can tee, for any solution
a farmer may choode, there are going to
be more problems made. Jhis makes for
a khard decisions for a farmer. While
soil erosion must be stopped to produce
bealthy plants, farmers must choote
wisely to. produce a bealthy furture.



ENVIRONMENT INFORMATIONAL

TASK

Read or share article on soil erosion. Students will write a summary.

one Very important problem agricultural systems
must cope Witk is soil erosion. I the humus is eroded
avay, the ground vill be rendered unproductive, as
s is the productive layer of dirt.

Wind and Water are two factors that can cavse
soil erosion. Wind erosion will typically occur loose
soil on Flat or Nilly ferrain, while woter erosion
tends Yo oceur on sloped ferrain. The steeper the
slope, the more severe water erosion con be.

Fortunately, there are many differents usable meth-
ods of reducing soll erosion, contour Hilloge is an
effective strategy for reducing water erosion but the
hope of some Fields renders this method improctical.

Wind erosion can be reduced by using windbreaks, but
\is comes at an enormous cost. Although windbreaks
can reduce wind erosion, they actually slow crop
production, leaving famers with no benefit in return.,

Lealing crop residue on the field following
Narvesting is ancther effective method of erosion
reduction. The only problem with this strategy is that
e residue offers Nabitat for pests. Reavier
amounts of pesticides may be required o eliminate
the problem i crop rototion is not possible. on the
other \and, leaving the residue on the field reduces
erosion and lessens the decline in crop production.

There are some extremely difficult decisions that
farmers must male concerning the fopic of
presenving soil from erosion. Farmers short—term
economical needs must be balanced with long—term
soil conversation. While soil conservation is eritical +o
ereating long-lasting agriculture, it creates a need
for more pest-control items, as well. Farmers must
acauire a healthy living as any other human must earn
a healthy lving. That will make the job much easier
and more productive in the long run.

<M GRADE 8
0\
=
FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer clearly focuses on soil erosion
preventions and the drawbacks. The writing
maintains strong focus throughout the paper.

ORGANIZATION

The writer selects appropriate information to
introduce the paper, and logically progresses
through the body. Sentences and paragraphs
are linked by effective use of transition words.
A good example of this is the first sentence in
paragraph five. The paper’s overall organization
causes it to be unified.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer develops the summary by giving the
main points without excessive details. The
majority of details selected are relevant with
exception of a false fact in paragraph four
(“leaving farms with no benefit in return”).

STYLE

The writer successfully demonstrates strong
command of personal voice that engages the
audience. Examples include, “rendered
unproductive,” “comes at an enormous cost,’
and “lessens decline in crop production.” The
writer understands paraphrasing and is able
to use it effectively to combine ideas into

complex sentences.

CONVENTIONS

The writer uses correct sentence structure and
punctuation. The writer uses paragraphs effec-
tively to indicate changes in topics.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The writer effectively paraphrases information from the article,
but one entire method of preventing erosion was omitted. The
writer needs to be instructed to include all important information
when writing a summary.

COMMENTARY

The writer clearly comprehends and maintains focus on the
concept of soil erosion preventions and the drawbacks. The writer
demonstrates personal style by successfully paraphrasing infor-
mation throughout the paper. The writer makes good use of
organization in the overall structure of sentences and paragraphs
while summarizing.



ARGUMENT
PROBLEM-SOL
PAPERS







ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK PROBLEM SOLUTION

" GRADE 6
0\

Writers will propose a solution for a local, state, or national problem and address people who have the

power to carry out that solution.

Mrs. Dollyhite
Central Middle School
XXXX N.C

Dear Mrs. Dollyhite,

Hello, How are you today!I know that we have a
new student in our class, and she hasn’t made any
new friends.I’ve fried fo talk to her but she just
says hey and walks away.I would like To express
my concern on this topic.

First of all when you’re a new student you proba-
bly feel very left out and don’t know what to do.
The way I think we should solve this problem is to
do an activity and find out what she likes to do, or
we could do a game where you have to interact
with other students, so that she would get to know
our class better .

The reason I think this would work is because
I've been a new student once, and our class did a
project on what we liked to do and you got paired
with the people who liked the same thing.1t got me
to know everyone better. Thank you for faking your
time and reading this letter.

Sincerly,

FEATURES

FOCUS

While the student stays on topic, the letter
seems disjointed because of lack of effective
organization.

ORGANIZATION

The writer wanders from a specific incident (“new
student in our class, and she hasn’t made any
new friends”) to expressing general “concern”
to recounting a personal anecdote.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer seems to have a solution in mind,
but lack of support hinders its effectiveness. The
student has experienced a being the new student
and recounts an activity that helped him/her get
to know classmates, but because the writer does
not comment on how this activity might also
help other new students, the anecdote does not
appear to support the problem.

STYLE

The writer shows compassion for the new
student and writes with energy. However,
remnants of a previously taught formula (
would like to express my concern,” “First of
all,” “The reason | think this would work”)
undermine the flow of the writing. The writer
needs to consider proper tone and diction for
the audience.

uI

CONVENTIONS
Conventions are low to average for sixth grade.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

The writer would benefit from discussion about audience.
Questions like how do you think you would write to an adult in a
letter might lead to exploring some of the issues of diction. Also,
asking the student to explain the connection between the writer’s
own personal experience and how that might help the new student
would elicit understanding of the missing commentary that must
make that connection.

COMMENTARY

Competency goal 3.03 would be a good focus for work with this
student. The lack of effective elaboration makes the writer seem
confused about the assignment, because it is unclear whether the
student is focusing on a specific new student or new students in
general. Making reasons relevant through elaboration will take
this student to a higher level performance.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK PROBLEM SOLUTION

GRADE 6

MIDDLE

]

Writers will propose a solution for a local, state, or national problem and address people who have the

power to carry out that solution.

TPear Mayor of XXXX,

T think flhat you need to do some‘ﬂ{\r\% about aLL of
e mary, fime Forest tLat s be‘\ms des'(’royed on tle
isLand. This €orest used to be so biq tLat Wt wowr d
make a tunner over the road! —Tle mary, fime Corest s
aLso lome fo a Lot of the widLice tlat Lives on tle
\sLand. Biq Land owners are desi’ro‘ms acres of tle
Corest so tlat '(’L\ey can put \n more condomenums wlen
we aready Lave enougl. Wen tourists come o the
beacl, +L\e>, want to see tle ocean and wiLdLi€e, not a
buncl, of LioteLs., A couprLe of Loters and condos s
okay, but we Lave way, too many, .

You and tlie town HarL sbowrd qet togetler and
end some way of res+r\c+\r\3 tle amount of Corest
tlat s cut down per year, and aLso €ind a way, ‘o .36‘(’
a nature qroup Yo come W and +r>, Yo pLan some trees
n where there snt any, XXXX Las become a prety,
b‘\.3 fourist atraction over tLe years, I Lave seen
License pLates €rom texas! I aLso think tlat you
sbourd put sand ba.ss on the beacl, wlhenever tlere s
a Luricane, because wlen tle sand dunes .33'(’ eroded
away, W Kiis the Mary, 1ime Forest tlat Lives ontop
o€ tlie dunes.

I reay Lope tLat you take ™y Letter o
consideration, I think that witl, more €orest XX XX

wiLL be a mucl, better pLace.

Qc‘\r\cerax_y p

FEATURES

FOCUS

Although the writer remained generally on
topic, the writer introduces several other issues
(“sand bags on the beach whenever there is a
hurricane” “license plates from texas”) that
detract from the central focus.

ORGANIZATION

The writer tries to bring in many issues that are
connected to the destruction of “mary time ”
forest. The author does not connect these to the
central issue, creating a lack of unity and weak
coherence that undermine the effectiveness of
the writing.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer has sufficient ideas to develop this
into a high quality paper. If the writer establishes
a more concrete relationship between problem
and solution through effective commentary, the
paper would be improved. Also, by working
through the commentary a direction to the
paper would be established that would
enhance its organization.

STYLE

The paper is audience appropriate and demon-
strates grade-level background knowledge. The
final paragraph reverts to a less mature style
that undermines some of the effectiveness of
the entire paper.

CONVENTIONS

Word choice is typical of average sixth grader.

Some spelling errors are distracting. The writer
needs work with capitalization (Objective 6.02).



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

SUGGESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

NC SCS objective 3.02 and 3.03 need to addressed through this
writing — most specifically through clear sequence of reasons and
commentary that build coherent, relevant reasons. One strategy
might be to use this paper as a reverse mapping activity — having
the students take the information in the paper and place it on a
graphic organizer. Then discuss which pieces of information might
be made more effective.

COMMENTARY

With revision, this paper could become a high quality paper.The
writer has good knowledge of the subject, and with coaching can
write about it effectively.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK PROBLEM SOLUTION

HIGH

GRADE 6
0\

Writers will propose a solution for a local, state, or national problem and address people who have the

power to carry out that solution.

Dear Neighborbood Officials,

A neighborbood looks much nicer and cleaner
without litter on the ground. 1 quess my neighbor-
garbage and trash in the yards. Jhere is not one
of Utter on the property. 9. see people throw. their
disgusting garbage out their windows not caring about
what anyone would think. Jhis needs to. be fixed and

3 propose that an effective solution would be to
bave monthly neighborbood clean-ups. Some of the
yards with a tash bag and some belp for struggling
neighbors. Jhis wouldn’t have to be a costly thing if

A clean neighborkhood is a happy neighlorhood.
to. come and lve in the neighborbood. Alic, a clean
as children. Once it is clean, people might want to
spend more time outside. Jhey might even get to
ground there will be less of a chance of children
getting hurt or a tire popping on the road.

Y you can make this happen, 3 might actually
get to know what a clean neighborfood books bike. 1
cannot wait to. see all the garbage go. away.

Who. would want to. live in a neighlorhood that
nesembles a dump? 9§ our neighborbhood doesn’t get
cleaned people might move away. Jo stay a good
place to. bive, we have to. get rid of the garbage.
Please belp us do. something to. clear the garbage.
Tbhank you.

Fincerely,

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer addresses neighborhood officials
regarding the problem of litter. The writer main-
tains focus on the problem throughout the
paper. The paper’s coherence helps maintain
focus.

ORGANIZATION

Writer uses repetition effectively to maintain
focus on the problem-solution. The writer states
the problem and moves logically to the solution.
The final paragraph summarizes the paper and
points toward other problems that might arise if
the litter issue is not addressed.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer proposes an achievable solution,
monthly neighborhood clean-ups, identifies the
people who will participate in the clean-up and
determines that the solution is inexpensive.
The writer utilizes description as a means of
elaboration; (“disgusting garbage,” “struggling
neighbors”) The writer includes reasons for
cleaning up the neighborhood (“spend more
time outside,” “safer for dogs and cats as well
as children”).

STYLE

The writer’s purpose, personal voice, stance and
passion are evident throughout the paper
(Objective 3.01). A variety of sentence types
create fluency, and the word choice relates effec-
tively to the problem-solution. The writer
addresses and engages the appropriate audi-
ence.

CONVENTIONS

For a sixth grader, the writer has an excellent
command of language structure and the use of
conventions.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

SUGGESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

This paper would be particularly effective for teaching elaboration.
The teacher can select from several questions suggested by the
paper to guide students to include more elaboration. For example:
How can the “struggling neighbor” be helped? What kind of litter
is on the property? As you read this selection, what additional
information do you want to know?

The teacher might ask pairs of students to place the paper’s para-
graphs, which have been cut apart, into the correct order. This
might help students discuss whether or not that the first last para-
graphs might be interchangeable and whether or not this is
strengthens or weakens the paper.

COMMENTARY

Four paragraphs present the writer’s position clearly, appropri-
ately, and logically ( Objective 3.01). The beginning and final
paragraphs state the main idea without repetition. The second
paragraph addresses the proposed solution; others address the
positive outcomes if the problem is addressed or the detriments
if the problem is not addressed. The topic is age appropriate,
giving the writer the ability to draw from personal experience to
support the points in the paper.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK PROBLEM SOLUTION

"' GRADE 7
0\

Writers will propose a solution for a local, state, or national problem and address people who have the

power to carry out that solution.

Dear Mr. Tayler,

| Nave been informed of the problem of backpacks
in sehools and \ave come up With o Few reasonoble
solutions. The 4Wo main reasons for banning backpacks
are the qun/drugs and health issues. Both of whieh, |
will address {0 Jou in t\is letter .

For the past couvple of years, teachers have
been tr\ing to ban backpacks due to qun/drug
related problems. My solution for +\is is fo allow
clear backpacks only. This wWould allow visibility of
school items and teachers would be able to detect
unwanted material easily. other places, suek as
purses and gym bags, would be checked randomly
by teachers.

Realt\ issues also present o problem for students
Hat use backpacks. Many students carry their back-
packs slung over one shoulder. This eventually causes
back/ spine problems in later years. My selution for
tNis issue to allow students backpacks to and from
school. During classes, the backpacks are to be out in
lockers. Students are premitted o visit their lockers
between every period. This would lighten their book
load creating less strain on backs and shoulders.

| Nope that you will fake these solutions info
consideration. Thant you!

Sincerely,

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer begins the paper with a clear focus;
however, beginning with the third paragraph,
the issues are mixed (health problems related
to backpacks) and the reader becomes confused
because the readers must make too many infer-
ences to follow the meaning.

ORGANIZATION

The writer does not present an effective begin-
ning, middle, and end.The ending of the paper
is especially weak and needs work. The ideas do
not progress into a unified paper. The solutions
that are offered do not contain enough support
to justify feasibility.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The subject of this essay has not been well
developed. Additional elaboration is needed
to connect the solution in the third paragraph
to the overall problem of backpacks in
schools. The writer has not provided the
commentary to connect the details of the
solution to the problem.

STYLE

The writer shows very little voice within this
piece. The word choice and sentence structure
are fairly pedestrian. In an effort to sound objec-
tive, all the personality of the writer has been
lost.

CONVENTIONS

The writer has control of grammatical conventions
that are appropriate to the writing task.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

SUGGESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

This essay would be a good model of a rough draft to use
with students showing how to improve a paper. The essence
of a solution is presents but is not effectively presented. One
of the main areas requiring attention is the ending. The writer
might brainstorm ways to close the paper that restate and
deepen the ideas.

COMMENTARY

This essay states the problem and possible solutions; however,
the support that shows why these solutions are feasible and effec-
tive is missing. Work with Objective 3.03 of the SCS would help
this writer learn to justify the judgment with logical, relevant
reasons, clear examples, and supporting details.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK PROBLEM SOLUTION

GRADE 7

MIDDLE

]

Writers will propose a solution for a local, state, or national problem and address people who have the
power to carry out that solution. This student addresses the problem at his/her neighborhood and offers

possible solutions to the problem.

Dear Mrs. Williams,

I have been notified that you have decided to
close our neighborhood pool, due to kids playing
ruff and members bringing foo many people.I
understand your concern but I have a better solu-
tion to this problem.

My solution is to give every member of our pool
a card which has their name, address, and also
telephone number. Each card would have eight
spaces which would indicate eight chances. Every
member is aloud two guest at a time. Each time
they arrive at the pool they must show the life-
guard their cards. He/she must make sure the
member brought only 2 guests and that they still
have spaces or chances left. Each time the
member or any of its two guests act up a hole
would be punched in their card. This would be
monitored by all parents and the lifeguard.Once a
hole has been punched the member has seven
chances left, when the member uses allits
chances hefshe is suspended from the pool for ten
days. When their fen days are up they receive a
new card and the cycle starts again.

Ther are a couple advantages to my solution
one being all members still get to bring guests, they
still have fun, you would be satisfied, and the pool
wouldn’t be as crowded which is a big plus!

Thank you for your time and I hope you will
consider my solution.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer remains focused throughout the paper
and suggests a single solution to the problem.

ORGANIZATION

The writer has a sense of direction for the letter,
but much of it needs more thorough development.
In particular, the writer would be well-served to
develop the issues around the problem more thor-
oughly so that the solution could be tailored to
them. Similarly, the conclusion suffers from lack of
development.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer has developed a solution that is logi-
cal and well elaborated. The fluency of the
second paragraph derives from the fullness of
thinking about the solution. The beginning and
ending of the process need to be brought more
in line with the development of the solution.

STYLE

At times a sense of voice comes through in
this paper. The writer needs to be encouraged
to talk out ideas and then capture them on
paper, as there seems to be a dynamic voice
hidden in the vestiges of formula writing that
governs the paper.

CONVENTIONS

This writer has significant problems with
conventions. Some of these may be best
addressed through extensive reading. The
teacher should take care not to dampen the
writer is emerging style by over-emphasizing the
problems with spelling and punctuation. Some
problems with punctuation of compound
sentences may be easily addressed.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

SUGGESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

The teacher might elicit more information about the problem that
is leading to the closing of the pool and suggest that the writer
build a case for trying this solution before such drastic measures
are taken. Similarly, the writer might benefit from talking through
the advantages that the solution will bring. In coaching this writer,
point out how the formulaic close weakens the effect of the writing.

COMMENTARY

This writer has great potential and should be encouraged to write
frequently for real audiences. This piece could be effectively used
to model the importance of even development in writing.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK PROBLEM SOLUTION

HIGH

GRADE 7
0\

The writer will propose a solution for a local, state, or national problem and address people who have

the power to carry out that solution. (Neighborhood Sidewalk)

Dear town official(s),

3 have recently mouved into. ane of your neighbonr-
boads, Winsong 9. like this neighlorbhood for several
neasons. Winsong has friendly people, a nice apper-
ence, and many kids that 9. ocasionaly spend time
pwdlem, no. sidewalks. You see, my friends and 9.
frequently go on walks and bike rides around the
neighborbood. However, since there are no sidewalks,
it has become more of a safety hagard than a daily
adults and tenior citigens who either walk their dogs,
run, or sbroll around Uinsong. Even they are in
danger due to. the lack of sidewalks.

As you can see, we have a major problem on our
bands, and as town officials, it s your job to work
wdith the citigen.” of this town in crder to fix it.
Tberefore, 3 bhave come up with a feuw solutions that
from taxes or whatever money is stored in the town’s
budget to. instal the sidealks, or you could have a
You could even have volunteer construction workers
do the job f necessary. 9§ all else fails, you could
provide a gravel walkway where people could walk
run or ride their bikes in safety. Nowever, 9. belive it
would be much letter if you fust had a concrete side-
walk laid, just for the conuinence. Some bikes may
not ride ouer gravel that well, and leside that, the
gravel may spill onto. the road. So the sidewalk of
choice b not that hard to figure out.
all the people Windiong. 9 hope you will take my
action. Jhank you very much.

Fincerely,

FEATURES

FOCUS

The topic chosen by the writer responds directly
to the writing task. A focus is clearly established
at the onset of the selection and this focus is
maintained throughout.

ORGANIZATION

This writer has established a well-organized
composition that exhibits a constancy of
purpose through the development of elements
forming an effective beginning, middle, and
end. This response demonstrates a clear
progression of related ideas and is unified and
complete. The ideas were well-planned and this
pre-planning is evident in the organization of
the work. The writer has the beginnings of an
effective close, but this final paragraph could
use additional development.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer has effectively elaborated on the
solutions to the problem that strengthen the
overall intent of the paper. Details definitely
support the solutions that he/she proposes. The
writer establishes a direct relationship between
their ideas and these strengthen the power of
their response.

STYLE

Writer’s control of language is appropriate to the
purpose, audience, and context of the task.
Varying sentence structure increases reader’s
appeal to writer’s ideas. A sense of voice gives
the paper authenticity and makes it appealing.

CONVENTIONS

Writer has control over conventional grammar
that is appropriate to grade level. Spelling errors
within this selection are few and do not impede
the reader’s understanding of the ideas.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

SUGGESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

This is an excellent model to use as a classroom instructional
tool. This paper could be used as a tool to demonstrate how to
support your solutions by using specific and relevant examples.

A better lead sentence may be explored to improve the quality of
this paper.

Obvious planning was evident and this could be emulated in
classroom instruction.

COMMENTARY

This writer did an excellent job of stating the problem to the iden-
tified audience and proposing valid solutions to improve the
neighborhood problem. The writer not only states one solution,
but has meticulously thought through the argument and given
additional means by which to solve the problem. In addition,
the student has clearly anticipated the lack of funds and therefore
states multiple ways money may be attained to accomplish the
project. This writer should be encouraged to continue to write
and to take a mentoring role in peer group work.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK PROBLEM SOLUTION

" GRADE 8

]

Writers will propose a solution for a local, state, or national problem and address people who have the

power to carry out that solution.

Tear scloor MNewspaper, From wlat I Lave Leard
some student Atlyetes Lave €aied to meet 3rade
requ'\rmevd’s at tlie end of tLe semester,

Coacles slhouwd Let them ‘hyowh I€ they Lave
not brouusl,d’ tLeir Srade up by tle end of #ryou.'(’s
‘H,\ey wiLL not be eLigbLe to pLay Cor tle team. Auso
tle coacles wourd Lave not cut tlem.

Atletes '!'L\ey most bring e .3rade up to
requ'\remerd’s by s‘fay‘ms acter sclooL or before
schoor Poing extra credit +L\e.>, must Lave brums tlere
.3rade. up to requ‘\remer\fs. —Yeaclers Liave to say
personaLy fo the coacles &€ they can pLay or not
and tle coacles Lave to say € +l4e_>, can pLay.

PrncipaLs tlhey require no more flan 3 days o€
ISC and no out of selooL suspension the prinei-
PaLS can aLso say W& tley can PLAY OFf not And tle
principaLs ean Kick fhem of the feam i€ tley, dont
meet tlere requ'\rmerd’s.

And tLis s your sclooL news ArticLe €or tle day.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer attempts to focus on the subject of
athletics and grade requirements; however,
this student is unable to successfully fulfill the
assignment of the prompt. By the end of the
third paragraph, the writer seems to take
another direction, weakening the focus.

ORGANIZATION

There is very little evidence of organization
within this selection. The writer does attempt
to organize thoughts and ideas into paragraphs.
The writing lacks fluency, which coupled with
the organization problems impair the reader’s
comprehension of the intent of the paper.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer does attempt to address a few ways in
which athletes can bring up their grade averages
(“staying after school or before school,” “doing
extra credit”). However, the writer doesn’t present
this argument with clarity. Underdeveloped details
and irrelevant ideas abound.

STYLE

The writer has little sentence fluency, and
awkward sentence structure detracts from the
overall understanding of the selection. This writer
needs to develop confidence in having something
valuable to contribute through the writing.

CONVENTIONS

Errors in sentence structure and formation
impede the readers’ understanding of the
writer’s selection. This selection has serious
problems in conventions and language struc-
ture. Punctuation and capitalization is extremely
weak.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

While the use of grammatical conventions and mechanics, espe-
cially capitalization and punctuation is an obvious need for this
writer, the teacher should take care to help the writer develop
ideas. The writer needs to focus on all aspects of Objective 3.
Teacher conferencing with the student could possible help the
student understand more clearly how to organize his/her ideas on

paper.

COMMENTARY

This writer obviously has a personal interest in this subject and
appears to have ideas that the school could use to assist athletes
that perhaps do not perform well in academics; however, the
ideas need to be presented in a coherent manner. The writer
shows weak understanding of the conventions of writing. This
writer needs assistance with the editing process so that the ideas
can be effectively communicated.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK PROBLEM SOLUTION

GRADE 8

MIDDLE

]

Writers will propose a solution for a local, state, or national problem and address people who have the

power to carry out that solution.

Through the years shoplifting by feenagers ot
public shopping malls Nas become a serious and growing
problem some solutions to s illegal activity could be
installing better security moniters, lecturing teenagers
on the moral Wrongs of shoplifting and having moni-
Yored occupancey levels and police in stores.

Installing better security monitors is one solution
Yo prevent teenage shoplifting. Teens would be scared
o shopliFt if they were in View of security moniters
from all directions. For example, once | saw a quy
about 1o sfill some calley sunglasses at the sunglass
Nut. Re stopped in Nis tracks when \e realized \e was
in View of three security cameros. With better secu-
rity equipment authorite or gquards would be more
assured that no shoplifting Would fake place. \n fine
jewelry steres suek as Carlyle and Co. they have
excellent and numeras secuirty systems. So the staft
is confident no shoplifting will +ake place.

Another possible answer fo stopping shoplifting
would be o lecture teenogers on the moral wrongs
of shoplifting People can change there mind on
whether an activity is morally wrong or right when
They Nave more time Yo reflect upon or think about
Hat activity. My friends and | use o perform some
quite dangerous pranks at the Willowhaven golf
course until we realized how much damage the pranks
were causing to the facility. I teenagers were
lectured on shoplifting the group of teens that
ought shoplifting was ok. would be outcasts. When
Teens feel left out of the in-crowd they are less
likely fo do something illegal or dangerous by ther-
seles. For instance, when | was with a group of
Friends ot the locall mall one of them wanted +o il
some PS. 2 games from Bobbages. We rejected \is
idea so he continued fo walk through the mall with us.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer maintains the established focus
throughout the entire selection by defining a
problem and asserting a solution relying on
personal experiences for content. The writer
convinces the readers of the seriousness of
their neighborhood problem and the feasibility
of the solution is reasonable, clearly fulfilling
the assigned prompt.

ORGANIZATION

This selection demonstrates an understandable
progression of ideas that are relevant to the stated
problem. The beginning of the paper states the
severity of the problem with specific examples
that the reader can visualize. The writer’s voice in
this section clearly shows his/her attitude about
this neighborhood problem. This paper models a
strong beginning that is supported by a justifiable
argument.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer uses details and examples to elabo-
rate on the neighborhood problem (“loud
music playing,” “curse words,” “sound of shat-
tering glass,” “gangs loiter, and disturb our
peace”). The use of these details provides the
reader with a clear and vivid understanding of
the severity of the problem. The writer also elab-
orates on the solution by giving specific
answers to solve the problem (police officers
patrolling neighborhood and creating a neigh-

borhood watch organization).

STYLE

The writer’s voice clearly shows his/her attitude
about this neighborhood problem. The author’s
writing style is evident and is appropriate to the
audience being addressed. Fluency flows through
the use of a variety of sentence structures.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

CONVENTIONS

The writer has an age-appropriate command of language struc-
ture and the use of conventions. There were very few grammatical
or spelling errors located in this selection which strengthened the
writer’s ability to express ideas effectively.

SUGGESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

The beginning of this piece engages the reader with a clearly
defined problem and the writer move directly into the problem
with vivid details and examples about why this is a problem.
Using this beginning as a model for classroom instruction would
enable other writers to see the power in a strong argument.

COMMENTARY

This paper presented a very strong argument by constructing an
essay that responds to a given problem and proposing a solution
that included relevant details (Objective 3.02). The writer also
engaged the audience by developing interest and creating a
persona (Objective 3.03). The student also completed objective
3.03 in competency goal 3 by arranging details, reasons, and
examples effectively and persuasively.

Teachers can use this paper to model the effectiveness of conven-
tions in written language. This paper can be placed on an over-
head and read aloud to the class, afterwards, share another paper
that has many grammatical and spelling errors. In a classroom
discussion, allow the students to share their opinions of the effec-
tiveness of the writing? Do the conventions effect how the reader
interprets the paper?

Another way o eliminate the high
probability of shopliFting could be +o
only allow a certain occupancy level of
eustomers in stores to make it easier
for autherities Yo monitor possible teen
hoplifters. With this plan the teens
could be monitored closely in small
numbers. Teens act more appropriately
and maturely when singled out and
watched closely. For example, onee in
Bells | saw a suspicious Kid staring at a
few fossil watches and then looking
cvatiously across the store. ke was the
only shopper in the area and several
policeman were glancing at \im while
talting o a sales clerk. The Kid walked
away at a brisk pace. Most teens would
never do anything unless they were in a
relaxed enviorment and supported by
many of fheir friends. For instance, this
guy Wanted to still some shirts From
Anerican Eagle. There Were 4Wo police
standing in the area and s friends
wouldnt accompany him in the store. So
the quy decided not fo atfemet fo
steal the ohirts.

Teens Who shoplift are becoming a
menace to society more each \ear.
Some solutions Yo stop these aggrivat-
ing Youths could be fo install better
security monitors, lecture teens on the
moral wrongs of shoplifting and Naving
monitored oceupancey levels For
customers and police in stores



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK PROBLEM SOLUTION

GRADE 8

HIGH

]

Writers will propose a solution for a local, state, or national problem and address people who have the

power to carry out that solution.

Dear Mayor of XXXX,

XXXX has the misfortune of having its air
tfrapped by mountains. This causes smog to build
up, especially in the summer.I know it is harmful to
my health and many other residents’ health, but I
am optimistic our city can work fogether to make
a difference.

Hydroelectric power is one resource we should
take advantage of. Although it is slightly damaging
to fish and wildlife, its pros definintely outweigh the
cons.Unlike coal fueled plants, it is clean and effi-
cient with no depletion of natural resources.
Western North Carolin has the rivers neede to run
hydroelectric plants. We use government spending
to build roads tha create air poliution, can we not
use it to build environment-friendly plants?

Citizens of XXXX are going to have to work with
the government to create a better tomorrow.1f
the city would provide more public transportation,
then maybe residents with older, poor emmission
quality vehicles would use that instead.1f more
factories would cooperate with inspectors, then
filters could reduce poor air quality output.

Now days, people in our country are lazy and
can’t stand o walk anywhere.lf you could encour-
age residents o get up and go somewhere, it may
become routine.If the people of XXXX can
become a more outdoor population, they will
respect our beautiful mountians.

Sincerely,

FEATURES

FOCUS

Paper maintains focus on topic (air pollution in
the mountains) and offers two quality solutions,
hydroelectric power and reduced transportation
issues, which are age appropriate. The end of
the paper has minor errors in the logical flow
(will routine outdoor activity really make people
appreciate the mountains or affect air quality?)
but these issues could be easily addressed in
conferencing and revising with the student.

ORGANIZATION

The paper is well organized with a well-devel-
oped beginning, middle, and end. The conclu-
sion strongly presents the writer’s point of view
(encouraging people to respect the environ-
ment) without being repetitive.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer’s solutions are well thought out with

sufficient use of facts. (e.g. “Western NC has the
rivers needed. . " “filters could reduce poor air

quality output. . ).

STYLE

For the most part the student employs formal
language (with the exception of “nondays”) and
effectively uses transition words (“although”).
Although there is repetition with the subordinated
conjunction “if} this is effective in this piece.

CONVENTIONS

Overall, the conventions are grade level or
above.The minor mistakes, “its air trapped by
mountains” and “can not we use it,” do not
detract from the meaning and focus. These also
are evidence of student voice.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

SUGGESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

Student should be encouraged to balance the third paragraph with
second paragraph.Third paragraph could use more elaboration,
something which could be addressed in a mini-lesson.

COMMENTARY

This paper is a good example of quality writing at an eighth grade
level. The piece shows the importance of students’ having adequate
background knowledge of a subject, allowing a smooth blending of
fact and example. The writer should be encouraged to continue to
write for real audiences.



ARGUMENT/
EVALUATIC
PAPERS







ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Mara,

I have recently read a terrific book entitled Hits
and Misses.It is mystery andI think you will enjoy
reading it because it’s mystery but I think you will
like it for other reasons also.

The first reason I thought you would like i
because it’s mystery, but it’s not just a mystery it’s
a super mystery! That means that it is twice as
interesting as just a plain old mystery and it stars
Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys instead of one or
the other.The mystery started pretty early in this
book by Nancy and Bess on the top floor of a ship.
Then Bess’ camer fell out of her hand, fell on some-
one’s head, and gave them amnesia.So, Bess and
Nancy had to piece her life together and they
found out interesting information.

The secondreason | thought you would like this
bookis because it has a way of beingscarry and
funny.The way it scared me the most was by the
way it left me hanging at the end of a chapter. An
example of this was at the end of a chapter at the
end where Nancy Drew, Jane Orbach, and Frank
hardy were all tied up and suddenly Crockett
throws a match where there was gasoline and
almost blew them up.Something that always
maked me laugh throughout the whole book was
when Joe would try really hard to get a date even
if it was one of their suspects.

I listed two reasons why I liked the book and
why I think you will like it.If you pick up the book
and just read the backI think you willbecome
hooked.Please read the book Hits and Misses and
maybe affer youreadit tell me if you liked it or not.

Your Friend,

" GRADE 6

]

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer has written a plot summary rather
than a book evaluation. The writer’s judgment
(you will enjoy because it's a mystery) is estab-
lished; however, the judgment is not the focus
of the paper.

ORGANIZATION

The writer understands letter format and the
organization shows a beginning, middle, and
end; however, true argument is missing
because the writer’s criteria for judgment are
not clearly established.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer attempts to establish criteria (mystery,
scary, funny) for the plot summary, but prodes
few supporting details. The combining of oppo-
sites, funny and scary, is distracting.

STYLE

The writer's word choice lacks variety and the
words “mystery” and “like” are overused. The
purpose , audience, and context are lost in the
plot summary.

CONVENTIONS

The writer has a reasonable control of conven-
tions. Sentence formation is generally correct
though some run-on sentences are present.
Pronoun misuse is evident and the writer’s evalu-
ative sentences are in the past tense.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This selection can be utilized to teach the purpose of evaluative
writing and leading the students to establish criteria for making
specific judgments through the use of graphic organizers and
semantic analysis. The teacher can also utilize this selection to
review the format of a friendly letter and sentence combining.

COMMENTARY

This selection does not address the task that was assigned and it
is formulaic, a model that is not representative of North Carolina’s
ELA middle grades curriculum. The student shows potential for
writing growth through focused instruction and conferencing.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Miach,

| just receV\‘\’l\/ read the best book on earth. The
book was called Stormbreaker. It \as spies and stuff
secret agentis Would use. | really recommend this
book o You becavse \ou lite a lot of ¢tufF | do and
| Loved it

The book was about this boy named Alex Rider. tis
uncle lan Rider wos a spy, but Alex didnt Know. one
night Nig uncle died and thats when Alex found out
Nis uncle was a spy. That is when Alex had fo Finish
Nis uncle’s mission.

The Was so much outstanding action. one time +wo
Mo‘\'orC\/cle)s Nooked a long piece of cheese wire and
tried o Kill him. The thing is e was in an open field
Witk plants about o Nis \eoad and could not see them.

There was so much Aduenture as Alex was tring to
Figure out the mystories in the story. The Aduentures
was as good as the action in the book.

You Would Nave Yo read this look fo get it all,
because | left a part out and | wont You Yo read \. |
Nighl recement t\is book, because there’s enough
action in it for a lifetime!

Your Friend,

" GRADE 6

0\
¥

FEATURES

FOCUS

Student establishes a judgment and attempts to
support that judgment throughout. There is a
weak attempt to identify criteria.

ORGANIZATION

Student understands friendly letter form and
exhibits an understanding of argumentative
organization. The ideas presented are not carried
through to completeness. The criteria, adventure
and action, are too closely related.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Summary of plot is the writer’s main strategy,
telling but without sufficient supporting detail.
Repetition weakens the paper.

STYLE

The student establishes voice but sentence
fluency is immature and word choice (“stuff”) is
limited and imprecise.

CONVENTIONS

Conventions use is generally weak. Errors in
subject-verb agreement indicate deficiency in
this area. A few misspellings and incorrect punc-
tuation are also present.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The student will benefit from instruction that focuses on purpose,
audience and context.

The student needs instruction in establishing criteria for a letter
and a book evaluation. A teacher’s modeling of strategies like
effective word choice and sentence variety, developing book
reviews, and using planning organizers would assist this student
in developing needed skills.

Instruction on precise versus vague language will help this
student to revise for empty/overused words such as “good,’
“great” and “stuff”

Models for paragraph development are needed to increase the
maturity of the writing.

Mini-lessons on subject-verb agreement would be beneficial for
this student.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING
e\What is the purpose of this letter?

¢\What words could you use instead of “good,” “great,” and
“stuff?”

COMMENTARY

The writer's enthusiasm for this writing task implies that this is a
student who enjoys writing. Instruction focused on identifying the
purpose, audience, and context of the writing task and teacher
modeling of expectations (book and letter) and organizational
strategies will help this student’s writing mature. This student may
also benefit from participating in peer and self-revision and
should be taught to utilize editing checklists.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Tear Friend,

I believe you might Like fo read “Where the red
€ern .Srows." It s a very adventurous book, not to
mention emotionaL. It takes you o the oud days
and qves you exi’remen_y reaListic detaiLs of Liow
+L\‘\r\35 were back tlen.

—Tle book s a Sreai’ s+ory o€ a boy who Se'(’s fwo
do‘SS , and deveLopes a very cLose reLationship with,
tlem., I€ you Like stories about L\ur\‘ﬁms coons by, tLe
1.'\-3(«‘? of tlie moon tliis s €or you. This book Las
.3rea# detalL, so ¢ you were Yo read W, you wow.d
SeeL Like you were r'\sbd’ tlere, clasing acter a
screaming coon, \_‘\s#ev(\r\.s to the Lowis of tle do.ss
Lot on tle tralL of tlie masked rascaL. I Lave never
read a book tlat s 3rea+er tLan this nover. It
describes everyi’l,{\ms as ¢ witl, pin-pont accuracy,.
*“Wlhere the red €een qrows ) exactLy describes fle
LoVing reLationsliip between a boy and Liis companions,
a boy and Lis do’is’

WihiLe you read flis book, that is € you take my,
advice, you can ust see your surrour\d‘\r\.ss, a bed of
qrass Lying under an encLosure of pine trees, witl, tle
smaLLest +r'\c\<1_'\r\.3 stream funning ‘ﬂ;\ro\.usb\ e middiLe
o€ W aLL., Tlis book, n My opinion, s one of e
best ever written, Tl e se‘(’*‘\r\.s and prLot of Wt are
wonderfur.. Tlhis s‘(’ory \s abson..w(’e\_y Masr\‘\ﬁc.ard’ nomy,
eyes. I Lope you take ™y advice and seLect tlis
.3rea+ plece of wr‘\'!"\r\.s.

Your €riend,

YIbpii GRADE 6
0\
=
FEATURES

The student establishes a purpose by making a
recommendation and attempting to establish
criteria for a judgment. The paper blends general
evaluation statements with descriptive prose.

ORGANIZATION

The writer exhibits an understanding of
friendly letter format. The student establishes
a sense of beginning, middle, and end, but a
clear progression of related ideas does not
exist because the writer intersperses specific
imagery (hunting coons by the light of the
moon) with value judgments
(adventurous/emotional).

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The student provides sufficient and related
supporting details for a single criterion (rela-
tionship between a boy and his dogs). The
selection tends to be descriptive rather than
evaluative. The student states that this “is one
of the best ever” books, but does not justify
the recommendation with relevant reasons.

STYLE

Sentence fluency and word choice are varied
and at times above average (“masked rascal,”
“pin-point accuracy”). There is a sense of
voice throughout; however, no specific audi-
ence is identified.

CONVENTIONS

There are numerous punctuation errors, some
run-ons, and incorrect capitalization; however,
these do not impede the reader’s understanding.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This student would benefit from the use of a planning strategy
that would help the student better order/sequence the ideas.

Mini-lessons on mechanics are needed to help the writer elimi-
nate errors that detract from the writing.

The teacher can share models of evaluative writing that are
more precise in making a judgment, helping the student to
avoid hyperbole.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

¢ What kind of planning strategy could you develop that would
help move your writing forward?

¢ Do you recall the conversations about hyperbole that we've had
in class? Have you used hyperbole inappropriately in this
paper? (If yes), how could you revise those sentences to either
use it correctly or to eliminate it?

COMMENTARY

This paper shows great potential and relays the sense that the
student enjoys reading and writing. If this student is to move into
the “high” range, he/she must:
® l[earn to use revising and editing checklists
e see correct models of focus utilized in evaluative writing
¢ |[earn to utilize an organizational plan that includes elaboration
of the main idea



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Warren,

Warren? Come in Warren. Warren are you there?
Ouver. Sorry, Just practicing for the Airforce. You'tl
do it! After reading “Jhe U.L. Airforce” you to
will be dieing to. so. to. the Airforce. Learn all about
it!

This book is packed full of entresting fact. 3t has
a whole chapter of facts about the Airforce. Did you
to. have an A-B-C average.

Yue never seen a book that has more information
about planes and belicopters. Jhere are over six
bundered types of planes and ouver seven hundered
types of belicopters.

Since you want to be part of the Airforce this is
the book to have. It will tell the best college to. go
to or the best way to go into the Airforce would be

Ym all for the Airforce after reading this book,
will be $3400,000 dollars and that'’s not all, after you
netire from it they will send you a check every
month. $4n’t that great!

Warren you wouldn’t belive some of the war they
have in this book. Dilbert 3. Doking’s story is my
favonite. He had a pack of five men but they were all
thot down and be was the only one left—39. won't

Y you think you knour a lot about guns and
bombs, your wrong. Jhis book has more information
on guns and boms than any other book. Jhey have a

Warren, 9 know. you will love this book and after

NN GRADE 6
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FEATURES

FOCUS

Letter format is understood. The writer’s purpose
is implied through the creative introduction. The
writer sometimes strays from the evaluation by
addressing his friend’s desire to join the Air Force.

ORGANIZATION

The writer appears to understand friendly letter
format. The writer has a sense of beginning,
middle, and end, and the paper is generally
cohesive. The writer’s conversational tone
detracts at times giving a sense of organizational
drifting. The ideas progress rapidly.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Though the paragraphs are short, the writer
provides sufficient support (600 types of planes,
A-B-C average) for most criteria, but not all (war
stories, guns).

STYLE

A keen sense of voice exists in this paper.
Sentence fluency and word choice are average
to above average. Some paragraphs exhibit a
variety of sentence structure. Beginning and end
create unity and closure.

CONVENTIONS

Some run-on sentences and usage errors are
present. Convention problems do not distract or
affect the overall quality of the paper.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The teacher should recognize that the writer is creative and shows
great energy and enthusiasm for the task. In addition, the teacher
should guard against narrow assignments or restrictive require-
ments that negate these qualities.

The teacher can provide this student with paragraph and paper
organizational strategies such as transitions and planning strate-
gies that require supporting details.

The teacher could also provide rubrics/checklists for self/peer edit-
ing that may help this student gain more control over writing.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING
How can you as the writer keep this paper more focused?

COMMENTARY

This student seems to love writing and reading and these traits
need to be nurtured. This response displays an awareness of audi-
ence and utilizes concrete evidence from the text.

neading it you'tl wont to go. to the
Airforce even more. You'll like this
book lecause of the facts, information,
stonies, and the helping instructions.

See you later Warren. 9 hope you
twy to the book. Ouver

Your Airforce comrad,

R. L. s at the library in town, in
section B. Peace out!



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Elizabet\,

| just read this awesome book! It ig called farry
Potter and the Goblit of Fire. The auther is 3. €.
Rowling. | have heard that 3. €. Rowling puts lots of
defail in \er books. This Rarry Potter book is better
Than all the other ones. You might not lite tarry
Potter buy my cousin didnt want Ho read it either,
until she read this book, and now she cant wait until
the next book comes out.

The book is about Rarry Potter going 1o a world
cup wWhere he sees tWo feams fFly in the air and play
a game. Then something bad happens and they have
fo go Nome early. Then when he gets o school, e
Finds out that 2 other magic schools are coming o
Nis for an important but fun tournament. only
people 16 and older can get in but some how, him, 14
Vear old Harry Potter is in the game. Some one put
Nis name in the goblit on purpose. Who could it be?
Wi Would they do that fo Nim? far r\/’s only idea was
hat some one wanted to Kill Nim, but who, and why?
To £ind out You have Yo read the bool.

Sighed,

p5. Jou can borrow the book from me.

"' GRADE 7
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FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer attempts to make a judgment
(awesome book).

ORGANIZATION

The paper is organized as an incomplete plot
summary.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The summary is shallow and reads like a book
jacket. Elaboration is missing.

STYLE

The writer attempts to address an audience and
show the appeal of the book.There is an over-
use of “then!” The writer displays limited vocab-
ulary.

CONVENTIONS

The writer exhibits control of sentence forma-
tion and mechanics; however, most sentences
are simple and short. Incorrect pronoun usage is
present; such as, “somehow, him, Harry
Potter...”



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The teacher can use this paper to help the student better under-
stand writing an evaluation. Following conferencing, the teacher
can model paragraph development during a mini-lesson and
could continue to assist the student in revising for such things as
better word choice, correct pronoun usage, and more sophisti-
cated sentence variety.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING
*What is the difference between a plot summary and an evalua-
tion?

* How could we use different sentences, or even sentence
combining, to make your paper more interesting to the reader?

COMMENTARY

This is not an evaluation and criteria for making a judgment is not
present. A focus is not established and the paper also lacks clari-
fying details and elaboration.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Hillary,

Have you ever started reading a book and then
you just can’t put it down? I thought it was just
something teachers said to encourage youto read
more often, but recently I found out that it was for
real.l don’t see how the author did it.I mean Phylis
Naylor has an extrodinary “hooking” power.In the
book Jade Green she showed totally awesome
ability to snag the reader. Her imagination must be
working alot of overtime.

Girl, trust me, you’ll love this book.I know how
you love mysteries, this is way mysterious. Alright
you probably want to know what makes it such a
great book.In the beginning, this really rich man
sort of adopts or takes in this orfan girl. The maid
persuades the little girl to get a job, so she applies
at the sewing shop. The maid disagrees with this
decision because a lot of gossip that goes on
there.lt reminded me of the time when you got
that job at Abercrombie and Fitch. Remember
your mom said that you shouldn’t work there
because a lot of boys you know come in there and
she wasn’t ready for you to be around them that
much of the day. Well they other employees tell her
that the house is haunted. She doesn’t believe
them.Later on, she starts seeing some really freaky
stuff. At first she keeps hearing a knocking coming
from inside her closet. This totally horrifies her but
she checks it out anyway. She discovers that its,
wait,I can’t tell you.I almost forgot to tell you the
most important part, when she came to live with
the rich man, there was only one stipulation. She
absolutely could not bring anything green into the
house.She does anyway, a silk green picture frame
with the last picture she has of her mother.1
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FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer focuses on mysteries in the book and
makes a strong judgment with appropriate
support and elaboration.

ORGANIZATION

The writer shows adequate command of
progression; however, references to past
personal experiences shared with the letter’s
recipient inhibit the flow of the letter.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer supports main ideas with sufficient
details (orphan, gets job at sewing shop, blood)
without resorting to plot summary.

STYLE

The writer exhibits voice and a strong sense of
audience. Word choice is appropriate for grade
level. Sentence structure is varied.

CONVENTIONS

Though there is some weakness in spelling, it does
not inhibit the paper’s effectiveness. The writer has
a command of mechanics and sentence formation,
though informality (Girl, trust me. . .) is present.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

A teacher can use the opening paragraph and the closing sentence
as examples of how a writer can engage the reader (Girl, trust me;
Hillary, you've got. . .). This paper can also be utilized as a model
for revision; for example, sentence combining and showing the
importance of word choice (stuff, freaky, totally awesome).

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

* How could we combine some of your sentences to make this
paper flow more smoothly?

¢ Are there times when your informal word choice is appropriate,
and times when it is not? How can you distinguish between the
two and then correct inappropriate word choice?

COMMENTARY

This paper’s strength is its sense of voice and audience. The writer
maintains focus and supports a stance with sufficient details.
Through conferencing and revision this paper has the potential to
move to a higher score.

haven’t even told you the freaky stuff
vet when she enters the “forbidden
room” she finds blood at the bottom
the staircase.Later on, one night she
hears someone playing the piano, it’s a
hand. That reminds me of the time your
brother was playing your flute. Have I
hooked you with this mystery?

Hillary, you’ve got to read Jade
Green.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Brianna,

Hey Ginl! Welll know. bow. you love to. read and
Yue just read a book called, Jhe Bad Beginning, it
i the firit book in a series of books by Lemony
Pnicket. Nowr, 9. knowr that if 9 read the whole book
in three bhours and 3 couldn’t put it down that you
would love it. 9 am going to. recommend this book to
you because Lemony Fnicket’s style of uniting L mind
wonderfull.

Lemony Pnickets writing style is so. unique. Jhe
Tbroughout the entire book you can picture every
that 9. could smell the aleoabol an Olaf’s and his
friends breath. 9. though 3 could feel the bum of the
mark on the brothers cheek after Olaf stuick bhim.
Also., throughout the whole entire book if you come
across a word that you are not familior with you
will be okay, because Lemony Fnicket has you
covered, no, you do not have to use context clues,
Lemony Fnicket will stop the book and tell you the
definition of the word in lamens texms. Lo you will
not be confused. Lemony Snicket has a creative and
belpful style of wariting.

Tbe Bad Beginning’s climax it wonderful and
intriguing. 9t seems like once you get to. page one the
book has publed you in. Jhe entire book is very
stop. In the book there is not a happy ending there
i a cliffhanger. When you get to the last chapter
you will be longing to knouw what is going to
Sustice Prauss or is Count Olaf going to. inkerit their
fortune? But you will not find out, in that book you
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FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer focuses on Lemony Snicket’s writing
style and his ability to create excitement.

ORGANIZATION
A strong organization plan is lacking.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer repeats details (intriguing) that are
general. Support is attempted, but it is weak.

STYLE

The writer utilizes strong voice and creates a
sense of audience. Some information is
repeated. Some vivid vocabulary is present
(vivid, cliffhanger, intriguing), but the writer
overuses other words (wonderful, exciting).

CONVENTIONS

The writer has control of correct sentence
formation and usage, but demonstrates a lack
of understanding related to apostrophes that
show ownership.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The teacher can utilize this paper to model and teach sentence
combining and word choice by replacing “wonderful” and “excit-
ing” with more appropriate words. While most paragraphs need
further development, the third paragraph particularly needs focus
and development.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

e What organizational plan did you develop for this paper? How
could you improve it to include more detail?

e Can you identify the words that you've repeated most often?
What other words could you use in place of those?

¢ How could you use sentence combining to improve your paper?

COMMENTARY

The writer utilizes meaningless sentences to take up space, while
burying important details (the children’s future). The second para-
graph contains two ideas, the author’s style and the author’s
inclusion of definition within the book’s text; however, the ideas
are not developed.

will have to. read the sequel, because the
book will get very exciting and end. So.
in a way the end it part of the climax
because the book stops at an exciting
point. Lemony Pnicket will have your
3 necommend the book, The Bad
Beginning to. you because it is a thrilling
book. 9. know. that you being the book-
time. Lo after you finish that book



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Tear Anne,

Herro! Thve reaLLy missed you and aLL my €riends
whiLe I’ve been away, but W Las been cun! T even
went Yo a LocaL Library,, and when I was tlere I
saw a8 book that T flink you wiL reaLLy Like. It’s
caLed Harey, Potter and the Clamber of Secrets.
—Tlis book s tlie second \n a series about a boy who

€inds out Le is a wizard, and W Liad me qrued to s
Paqes €or Lours!

What reaLLy made me flink of you was aLL the
action and adventure. And wlen Harry, G‘\SL;(’S a .3‘\ar\+
serpant n tlhie Cliamber of Secrets WseL€, tlere s
Lots of . -TLie snake’s venomous Gar\.ss make Wt even
more deadvy then W aLready is. Tl bathe snt tle
onLy action +L\ow3l4. TTlere are Lots of fimes n this
action- packed book tlLat Harey, and Liis &€riends are
purred o anotler exc‘\'ﬁr\% situation. In tle beqinning
of tle si’ory - TRon and Harry, SLew a car wo a tree
tLatl\ts back, and Later €ound tliemseLves W a dark,
and spooky €orest, sarounded by mamotl, spiders,
Every where you furn tlere s excitementI and
adventure )uMp\ns out at you €rom every, Page.

Arotler tling that made tlhe book Harry, Yotter and
tle Clamper of Secrets Srea+ was tle way, Harey, and
Lis best €riends T2on and Hermione stuck +ose+b\er. I
vaLue €riendslip as mucl, as you do, and tlie bond tLat
flie thyree Lave n this s'(’ory s an admirabLe one. Tle
free €riends stiex ‘(’o.se‘(’b\er +L\rou.3l4 tL\s book even
when Hermione qrew cat Lawr and a taw, wlen on

recevved a par‘ﬁc.uran_y Viclous Howrer (Letter tLat
yeLLS you reaLLy, realy Loud) €rom Lis motler, and
when the meanest teacler at scliooL pieks on Harry,.
—Tle man claracters are reaLLy frue bLue buds o eacl,
otler dur‘ws tLe enfire works.

WerL, I Lope that now you are convinced Yo read

Harery, Fotter and the Cliamber of Secrets, because

d<;M GRADE 7
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FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer makes a strong judgment immedi-
ately and maintains consistent focus throughout.

ORGANIZATION

The paper is in proper friendly letter format.
The writer establishes a sense of progression
and follows a plan that enhances the paper’s
coherence. The writer utilizes appropriate tran-
sitions from paragraph to paragraph.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer’s criteria for selecting this book
(adventure, action, friendship) are supported with
relevant details (venomous fangs, bond between).

STYLE

The paper is appropriate for the audience and
has a voice (“Really made me think of you”),
which makes a connection with the reader. The
paper feels/sounds like a friendly letter. The
author’s word choice strengthens the paper
(venomous, mammoth, vicious). It is not a
formulaic paper.

CONVENTIONS

The writer has control of sentence formation,
usage, and mechanics.

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

A teacher can use the second paragraph as an example of
supporting detail (the giant serpant, the venomous fangs, the dark
and spooky forest, the mammoth spiders). Transitions are smooth
and can serve as instructional models. The teacher can suggest a
better choice of words for “Well, | hope” to strengthen the closing
paragraph. The teacher can show various models of reviews from
newspapers and magazines to assist the student in developing
stronger evaluations.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

(After reviewing the newspaper and magazine book evaluations
supplied): Based upon what you’ve seen in our classroom
examples, how might you change your closing paragraph to
improve the opening sentence?

COMMENTARY

The writer projects a strong sense of audience, above average
knowledge of the content, and possesses the skills to convey
his/her judgment effectively.

I am sure you wiL enoy flis book as
mucl, as I dd. It Las aL tlhe ﬂ,{\r\SS
you need n a book, action, adventure,
and €riendsliip, and my overaLL ar\an..ys‘\s
o€ this book is that W is de€initery one
you wiLL want fo come back to over and
over and over agqan.

Your €riend,



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Courtney,

I just read the greatest book!1tis called Holes
by Louis Satcher.The book has great charcaters,
an awesome setting that will make you feel like
your actually there, and a mood that could make
youcry.l loved reading this book and I know you
will love it!Itis perfect when you want to take a
journey without leaving your reading c hair.

One of my favorite main characters in this book
was Stanley Yealouts. Stanly was an average 10
year old boy with an average 10 year old boys life
untill he was punished for a crime he didn’t c omit.
He is sent to Camp Greenlake but what Stanley
doesn’t know is there is no green and there is
certainly no lake.Imagine going out in the scorch-
ing sun and digging until you’ve dug a hole.That is 5
feet deep and 5 feet wide. Well, that’s what
Stanley had to do for a very long time. Find out
what happens to Stanley and read Holes.I promise
you that you won’t be able to put this book down
once you get started.

The setting of this book was wonderful.I thought
I was actually digging in the sun with Stanley. AT
cansay is that you better get your hole done in the
morning because if you don’t you’ll be asking that
night, “Dose anyone have any aloe vera?” The
hottest part of the day is right around noon, and
boy it can get hot! As for vegetation, there is not
much of a varity. Catuses, and tumble weed are
practicdlly the only thing you willsee. Not many
animals can stand the scorching heat, so you
might only find rattle snakes, scorpions, and the
extremaly dangerous, yellow-spotted liazard.

Other than talking to you about the great char-
acters and the wonderful setting, there is another
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FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer takes a strong stance and maintains
focus throughout the paper. There is a strong
sense of audience.

ORGANIZATION

The paper progresses logically and maintains
focus; however, transitions need improvement.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Details are specific and sensory language is
utilized (scorching sun). The author references
the text in paragraphs two and three.
Development of mood lacks elaboration in para-
graph four.

STYLE

The writer effectively draws the audience into the
story. Word choice (scorching heat) connects the
audience to the paper. Words such as “wonderful”
detract from the paper, however, and a more
specific adjective would strengthen it.

CONVENTIONS

Though the author exhibits problems with
spelling and verb tense, the problems do not
detract from the paper’s effectiveness.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

During conferences the teacher can address:

¢ Transitions between paragraphs that create a natural flow

¢ Vague (i.e. wonderful, great) versus precise word choice (i.e.
scorching, venomous) needs to be addressed.

The teacher can also utilize this paper to teach a mini-lesson
related to subject-verb agreement.

The teacher can use the fourth paragraph as a vehicle for teaching
students the element of mood by using examples from the book.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

e What are transitions words and phrases? How could you use
some of these to strengthen the flow of your paper?

* You said that the setting of this book was “wonderful” What
exactly did you mean by that? Now, how can you use the
description you just shared to replace the word “wonderful?”

COMMENTARY

The writer’s focus, organization, sense of progression, and voice
are strong. The transitions between paragraphs are not strong. To
ensure the writer’s continued growth, s/he should strive to
improve such things as transitions, word choice, spelling, and
subject-verb agreement.

great detail we have overlooked, the
Mood.There are so many feelings in
this book.Some parts make yousad
and some part make you want fo jump
for joy.There is a poem at the end of
the book that Stanley’s mom used to
recite to him.I1t brang tears to my
eyes.

Funny characters, a beautiful
setting and a mood that brings tears to
your eyes.Holes has it all.I know you’ll
love it!



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Anna,

Hey! what’s up or down? nothing much bhere. 9
am waiting you because 3 have read a book 9 think
you would like. 3t is called The Year Of My
Indian Prince. It is about a girl, named April, set
just after World War 99. Her father is back from
the war. April has a novmal teenage life, she goes
to- school, has ber boyfriend, Mike, and s cne of
the best swimmers on ber school team. But April
bas bhad problems breatheing because at one point,
she bhad a bad cate of pnemonia, and never really
and twly got rid of it.

Her Father bhas been home a week, and he and
April haven’t really celebrated. One day April gets a
bigh tempature. Her Father scheldues a appointment
for April to. go see the doctor. April’s dad can’t take
Once she gets to the doctor’s office, the family
doctor, Dn. Shipman, x-rays April’s bungs. Dir.
Shipman goes and calls April’s dad to tell him
April’s prognosesis. Once be i done e goes to tell
April. April bas Juberclusois. She bhas a small hole
in her lungs, next to. her aiuvay, the worst place for
it to le.

April bas to be enrolled in a twbubar (people who
have Juberclusois are called that) hospital. Once
April gets there she gets a Uttle worte, She legini to
gifts from a fellow patient, Ravi, a Indian mara-
thrab’s son. 3 you want to. knouw what happens to
April and Rawi, just read Jhe Year Of My Indian
Prince, by Ella Thorplllis. Hate to. quit but Got to.
go-.

Love you lke a siter,
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FEATURES

FOCUS

This is an incomplete book summary, not an
evaluation. The paper does exhibit a sense of
purpose, audience, and context.

ORGANIZATION

This paper is organized as a book summary.
While the organization is not appropriate to the
task, the writer does have an organizational plan
and the paper is written in letter format.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The support for the incomplete summary is
present. Relevant details (character names,
events) are present. Again, however, the paper is
not focused on the assigned task of evaluation.

STYLE

The writer lacks a sense of audience and purpose.
Sentences are similar with little variety. The word
choice reflects knowledge of the book, which
supports the elaboration (prognosis, pneumonia).

CONVENTIONS

The writer has control of conventions and
correctness in sentence formation, usage,
and mechanics.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

With the entire class, the teacher should point out that this paper
does not address the task and could ask the students, “How can
we rewrite this paper in such a way that it addresses the task?”
The teacher should then model the rewriting of this paper to
move it from summary to making an evaluative judgment.

COMMENTARY

This paper does not address this task. Though the writer exhibits
knowledge of the book and utilizes vocabulary relevant to the book,
the writer does not exhibit the knowledge of evaluative writing.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear, Friend

| Enow Vou're info dramatic stories and e got the
perfect story for \ou. s a play called, Diary of
Anne Fronk. This book containg lots of dramatic
scenes excitement and even a little romance. The
mood of Hhis play swings almost every scene. | Would
recommend this for readers lie you.

TN play is most of the fime dramatic. 115 about
a girl named Anne Frank who goes info Niding with
some other people and family, Niding From the nazis.
Anne must learn fo live whith other pecple she
doesnt Lnow.

This play Would be very good 4o read becavse it
can get the persons attention. In the beginnig of
e play Mr. Frank is looking at a place and picks vp
a glove or scarf and finds Anne’s diary. That Leeps
the avdience in mystery not Lnowing what was geing
on af the time. The play then went into a Faslh back
Yo before when Anne first came info the annex.
Then the wholes story +akes place while was living in
the annex.

Not only is this play exciting but it's also shows
how life was in World war \\. Not many of us ¥nows
how it wWas back then in 1945. | bet some of our
parents dont even Ynow. People learn more From
reading story like Anne Frank. It's Nistorical valve
males it a Very interesting story Yo read.

Finaly this story is very eventful. In this play lots of
different things Zappen. In the begginnig of +his play,
its o fob-bit calm where everyone just got to Know
each other. | the middle, some one \ears a theif, and
ever\ ohe is scared that the theif may tell the nazis
and then the residents and Anne would be sent o
death camps. This makes the play Very exciting.
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FEATURES

FOCUS

Focus on The Diary of Anne Frank is maintained
throughout.

ORGANIZATION

Although there is a clear beginning, middle, and
end, cohesion is lacking in the organization.The
writer mentions dramatic scenes throughout the
evaluation. Paragraph four alludes to WWII but
does not develop that idea.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Support is adequate in paragraph five where the
writer talks about the events while the Frank
family is in the Annex. The writer also provides
examples from the text in this paragraph
(Hannukah celebrations, thief, fear). However,
supporting details are lacking in other paragraphs,
such as paragraph three where the writer could
cite more specific details related to the flashback.
Potential for strong development of dramatic
scenes is also present but is never supported.

STYLE

The writer exhibits a strong sense of audience.
While the writer utilizes vocabulary specific to
the genre (scene, flashback, dramatic), the use of
“nice” and “good” detract from the paper.

CONVENTIONS

The writer has control of conventions and
correctness in sentence formation and usage;
however, some misspellings of words and incor-
rect use of apostrophes are present.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The teacher should use this paper as a means for demonstrating
the importance for developing a strong organizational plan, which
leads to a cohesive paper. In turn, this work should improve a
young writer’s grasp of support and elaboration. Final revisions
could then concentrate on such things as effective word choice
and conventions.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING:
e What does the term cohesion mean? How can you better apply
this concept to your writing aboutThe Diary of Anne Frank?

eYou've mentioned Anne’s flashback. How can you help your
reader to actually see this through your words?

COMMENTARY

This paper lacks overall cohesion because a planning strategy is
not present. Poor word choice and a lack of strong support and
elaboration weaken the paper.

This play of Anne Frank really i a
nice story. W | could give an award |
would for the best overall story. | hope
ot when Jou read this play you will
enjo\ it as mueh as | did.

Respectfully,



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

TPear Courtney,

M, I am wr‘\‘ﬁr\cs you to feLL you about tlis reaLry
qood book I read cared “Tle biagest Crutz n 8t
Grade.” It was so funny . It Las become my, new

€avorite book.

I flink fLat you sbourd reaLLy read tliis book
because you Like ‘o Laugly, and tlis wiLL Lerp you
do tlat. It s about a boy named Andy who Las a 5“3
crush on a qir. ' Lis schooL. Andy, fires fo Wmpress
Ler but Lie keeps messing up., This book made me
Lausb\ Crom bes‘\r\r\‘ms fo end.

You are So‘\rxs Yo reaLLy er\)oy tlis book. Once
you piek W up W wiLL be wpossibLe to put down.
—Tlis book s a book tlhat we can reaLLy reLate to,
because W s about Xids wlo are our age, and wbho
are qoing +L\rou,3l4 tLe same +L{\Y\3$ we do sometimes.

T know once you read tl\s book you wir Lave a
new €avorite, One part n this si’ory is kind o€ sad
because Ar\dy bouSLd' e qr 3 'hsedy bear, but on
mistake Le puts W n tle wrong Locker, and peopLe
yoke on lim, Andy did not Let that botler Lim,
because Le knew wlhat Lie wathed and Lie was never
qoing to qve up unfic Lie Liad wlhat Lie wanted, I
Know you wiLL Love tL\is book because you remind me
on Andy a Lot, because you never qve up.

In concrusion, I Lope that I Lave convenced you
to read tliis book. You wiLL reaLLy enjoy W. I bet
you hever +L\ow3l,d’ tlat T wowd ever 3&‘(’ this
excited over some book, werL I did not eitler.
WerLL. I reary Lope that you read it and enoy.

MIDDLE N€]37:\D]K:;
0\
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FEATURES

The writer focuses on The Clutz in the Eighth
Grade throughout the paper.

ORGANIZATION
A sense of organization is present.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Specific examples from the book are cited (Andy
and the teddy bear). The author also provides an
anecdotal reference to Courtney (because you
never give up).

STYLE

Writer has a sense of voice and a keen sense of
audience, using an anecdotal reference to make
a connection to his/her audience. The vocabulary
is typical of an 8th grade student. The writer
does repeat him/herself (really enjoy this book).

CONVENTIONS

The writer has control of conventions in
sentence formation, usage, and mechanics.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The teacher can use this paper to model enhancing supporting
details and a friendly letter (removing “in conclusion”).

COMMENTARY

This paper is typical of an eighth grade student. The language is
less sophisticated, but the paper has potential for improvement.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Sam,

SMR Puppies! Do Jou get it? That's the punch-
line of a joke fold by Woodrow, the main character
in the book, Belle Prater’s Boy by Ruth White.
Woodrows humer and insight will appeal to you.
Woodrow goes through some diffieult life experiences,
but learns to use \is brain and comes out on Hop.

The author grabbed my attention on the very
first poge, when Belle, Noodrow’s Mom, got out of
bed fo go the outhouse and disappeared info thin air.
Everybody had a theory about where she went, but
none of them as wild as Woodrow’s.

Belle'’s parents and \er sister Love, disapproved
of \er marriage fo Elerette Pratier, so Woodrow
hardly ¥new them. But with Bell gone, Everette
started drinking heavily, and Woodrew was foreed +o
live with \is grandparents, right next door o \is
cousin G\psy Who was perfect, or so it seemed.

G\psy reminded me of Tracy, that snooty blonde
in Math class who thought she had all the answers.
However, when Woodrow got fo ¥now her, ke found
out that Gypsy \ad mega problems of her own. |
wonder i Tracy has any?

| won't tell you how the story ends but | will say
That Blind Benny, the chiggers, the Mrs. Looper will
Nave you howling, while Woodrow and \is Mom feach
Jou something about yourself.

Dont forget the fitle, Belle Prater’s Boy. When
JouNe read it e-mail me, and we'll Figure out \ow
3 x9= 30

Later,

<M GRADE 8

0\
¥

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer maintains focus making a judgment
and supporting that judgment with shared expe-
riences and references to the text.

ORGANIZATION

The author understands friendly letter format
and organizes the evaluation with a clear begin-
ning, middle, and end. The writer maintains
smooth transitions between and within para-
graphs. Coherence is present throughout.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer shows thorough knowledge of the
audience. Text-specific details, another title by
the same author, shared experiences, anecdotes,
and character references provide supporting
detail and elaboration.

STYLE

The style is appropriate to a friendly letter, and
shows varied word choice and sentence variety.
The writer uses humor to engage the reader.

CONVENTIONS

Excellent command of grammar, usage, and
punctuation is exhibited.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The teacher can use this selection as a model for organization and
focus. This selection can also be utilized to teach the writer's need
to connect with both the text and the audience as evidenced
through the writer’s reference to text examples.

CONFERENCING QUESTION FORTHE CLASS
e How do the references to the text examples immediately engage
the reader and work to strengthen the paper?

e How does this writer show purpose, audience, and context?

COMMENTARY

This is an excellent piece that demonstrates the writer’s above
average literary knowledge and exceptional command of
language. There is clearly a strong sense of purpose, audience,
and context.



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Carie,

3 have bad an inspiration about a book that you
would love! 9 have just finished re-reading it
myself, and 9. am conuinced that it would captivate
you too, and become a favorite. Jhe Fellowship of
the Ring, by 3.R.R. Jolkein, it the firit book in the
times letter! 9t is bong enovugh to. bast you a while,
from the moment you open the cover.

The Fellowship of the Ring was wnitten a feur
decades ago., and cuver time it has become a classic
and a favorite to. millions of readers workdwide. Jhe
story — you can relate to their feelings, feel their
fear, and refoice aver their triumphs. The plot is the
ever-appealing good versus ewil, but everything is not
as it seems. Jhe excellent plot developent will keep
you hooked until the end. Jhis book has all your
favonrite characteristics, from settings so. well
deschibed that you can tee them in your kead to

3 know you loved The Fellowship of the Ring
mouie ai much as 3 did — since you saur it in theatres
the componants that the director had to leave out,
found in the wnitten word. Alic., reading the nouel
influences in the story, which 9. knou you will
purpode.

<M GRADE 8
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FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer focuses on the reader’s interest in the
movie Lord of the Rings and extols the virtues of
the book over the movie.

ORGANIZATION

This paper is well organized, establishes rela-
tionships between ideas and events, and
progresses logically.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The presence of specific supporting details would
have improved this paper. The writer does support
literary analysis (good vs. evil).

STYLE

The writer has an exceptional command of
language. The sentence length and constructions
are varied and complex. This piece shows supe-
rior audience awareness.

CONVENTIONS

For a middle school student, this piece shows an
above average command of grammar, usage,
and mechanics.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This piece demonstrates excellence in writing. Teachers could use
it to show the importance of word choice as it impacts the
strength of sentences and paragraphs. The teacher could also
show how the addition of support and elaboration could
contribute to an already strong paper.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING:

¢ I[n paragraph three, you mention the components that are pres-
ent in the book but that the director left out of the movie. Tell
me a little more about these components. Would adding some
of this detail strengthen your paper?

*You say “This book has all of your favorite characteristics,” but
you never tell your reader what they are. What are they and
would including them strengthen your paper?

COMMENTARY

This piece is very well developed and teachers should be careful
not to allow it to frustrate lower students with unattainable stan-
dards. This selection shows maturity not usually observed in typi-
cal 8th grade writers.

3 knowr you very well since we are
best friends, and 9 can assure you that
you will be as enthusiastic about Jhe
Fellowship of the Ring as 9 am. 3t is
bike us! You will really enjoy reading
it, and it will prepare you for clasies
on the novel that are commonly taken
college. This is a book that is well-unit-
ten, captivating, and meaningful. And
when you're finished with it, there is the
whole rest of the teries to enjoy!

Your friend,



ENVIRONMENT ARGUMENTATIVE

TASK EVALUATION

Compose a letter recommending a book (evaluation) to a friend.

Dear Kathryn,

I really miss yousince you moved away; nothing
at schoolis the same.The thing L miss the most is
the way we used to talk about the books we were
reading. That started me thinking that maybe we
could still talk about books-in letters! So this is my
first letter to you about a book and it is one I know
you are going fo love as much as I do.

Remember the author Sharon Creech? Well the
booklI just finishedis by her, but it is very different
from the other books of hers that we have read.
Remember how we read Walk Two Moons fwo
times! This one is really short, has a boy for the
main character, andis written in the style of a
poem.What I mean is that the story is told through
a series of poems that all tie together.I think the
boy in the story, Jack, is probably in sixth grade,
younger than us, but a pretty funny and cool kid.
The whole point of the story is that his teacher,
Miss Stretchberry (don’t you just love that name!),
is doing a poetry writing unit and Jack hates poetry.
He says that he hates it because only girls write
poetry, but as youread the book you figure out
that there are more reasons than that.

So your first assignment in our two person book
clubis to read Love That Dog by Sharon Creech.I
will be anxious to hear if you like it as much as I do
and why. For me, the form is so unique that I kept
wondering how the author thought of it. Since I
love to read and write poetry this book made me
think of all the great poems I have read and still
want to read. But what intrigued me the most about
Love That Dogis the way Jack changes from the
beginning to the end. The truthis that at the start I
thought he was just another immature boy, but the
more I learned about him, the more I liked him and

<M GRADE 8
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FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer maintains focus making a judgment
and supporting that judgment with shared expe-
riences and references to the text.

ORGANIZATION

The author understands friendly letter format and
organizes the evaluation with a clear beginning,
middle, and end. The writer maintains smooth
transitions between and within paragraphs.
Coherence is present throughout.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer shows thorough knowledge of the
audience. Text-specific details, another title by
the same author, shared experiences, anecdotes,
and character references provide supporting
detail and elaboration.

STYLE

The style is appropriate to a friendly letter, and
shows varied word choice and sentence variety.
The writer uses humor to engage the reader.

CONVENTIONS

Excellent command of grammar, usage, and
punctuation is exhibited.



INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

The teacher can use this selection as a model for organization and
focus. This selection can also be utilized to teach the writer’s need
to connect with both the text and the audience as evidenced
through the writer’s reference to text examples.

CONFERENCING QUESTION FORTHE CLASS
¢ How do the references to the text examples immediately engage
the reader and work to strengthen the paper?

e How does this writer show purpose, audience, and context?

COMMENTARY

This is an excellent piece that demonstrates the writer’s above
average literary knowledge and exceptional command of
language. There is clearly a strong sense of purpose, audience,
and context.

thought he would be fun fo know (even
if he is a lowly sixth grader!).

The teacher, Miss Stretchberry,
uses famous poems to try and moti-
vate her students to write their own
poetry. Kind of like our sixth grade
language arts feacher did. For the first
few lessons, Jack keeps saying how he
doesn’t understand the poems and
insists he can’t write.Some of the
things he says are funny, like “brain’s
empty,” as his excuse for not wanting
to write. But he gradually gets into it
and starts to let his teacher display his
poems on the bulletin board if she
leaves his name off. As Miss
Stretchberry teaches more and more
poems and Jack uses them as models

for writing his own poems, the reader starts to figure out that there is some kind of mystery in
Jack’s past that he is still upset about. By the end of the book the mystery is clear and you realize
all of the clues you missed in Jack’s poems from the very first day. Like I said before, this style of
writing is so unique that when you are finished you are just amazed by how the author put it all
together.I would love to try and write a book like this some day.

I recognized quite a few of the poems that the teacher was giving the class and that made me
feelvery smart! Just kidding. But it did make me remember the first time I read poems by real
poets like Robert Frost and William Carlos Williams.I couldn’t help thinking about “you know who”
from last year and the way she talked about the two roads in the woods for so long that I wanted
to run away and hide in the woods.I think that one of the things that helps Jack start to appreci-
ate poetry is that his feacher lets him try and figure the poems out for himself and doesn’t make
him feel like it is a sin not to like a FAMOUS poem! By the way, all of the poems that the teacher
uses in class are in the back of the book, but try to avoid the temptation of looking at them until
you finish the story.1t is more interesting that way. When you start the book you willsee what I
mean about Jack being somewhat annoying. He says dumb things like to write a poem you just
have to write short lines and that Robert Frost must have had too much time on his hands. But
gradually, I started to like him more and wondered about things he put in his poems, especially
when he started writing about his dog named Sky.I love that name!l don’t want to give too much
away before youstart reading, but suspense builds when Jack writes a letter to an author and by
the end of this book-poem, Jack has matured significantly, as a writer and a person,

Now the book is short,so I expect to hear from you very soon about what you think of the
whole thing.In the meantime, I might try and write you a poem-story.I willcallit Love That Friend.

Life here is pale without you.PLEASE write back soon.

Best Friends Forever,




CRITICA
PAPERS







ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

" GRADE 6

]

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED

The writer analyzes a television commercial for a popular shampoo.

Rerbal Essence Shampoo

ferbal Essense Shampoo is a shampoo that is
alertised on 4. Yo get people o buy it The
commercial is a Very good one becavse they tell
what it does, about i, & show You what it looks like.

The shampoo moistens scalp Which means that it
Veeps it undry & make the scalp soft & easy o
manage. | like the product becavse my hair will grow
foster & Veep it undry.

It also Yeeps Wair fresh and smelling good because
it Nas fragrance in if. You can go to the store &
pick out different smells that they have the sham-
poo in.

| buy the shampoo everytime | give out which
means | get some every 2 weeks. |t makes my scald
soft, clean, & bouncy. It is a good product o buy.

FEATURES

FOCUS

Rather than focusing on an analysis of the
advertisement,this paper focuses on the prod-
uct, shampoo. The writer does not demonstrate
a clear understanding of the

task of analyzing the commercial.

ORGANIZATION

The writer lacks purpose and organization.
Ideas are not related or complete.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The details and elaboration of this paper are
unrelated and are insufficient.

STYLE

The writer does not demonstrate control of
language, including sentence structure or vari-
ety. Word choice is sometimes inappropriate (for
example, “undry” and making the “scalp

soft & easy to manage.”

CONVENTIONS

Sentence structure is awkward. Spelling errors
and use of the abbreviation for “and” make the
paper difficult to follow.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

Since this writer focuses on the product itself rather than the
actual commercial, it is difficult to tell if there is an understanding
of advertising techniques employed in the ad. This student may
benefit from the reteaching of concepts in Standard Course of
Study Objective 4.01 including author or creator’s purpose and
use of bias, apparent or hidden messages, emotional factors, or
propaganda techniques.

After student has grasped these ideas, a conference may help to
focus the analysis on the commercial itself. An organizational
structure might include a brief description of the ad and selection
of two or more techniques observed in the ad. Then, elaboration
could be developed to support each technique.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING:

e What happens in the ad? What does the viewer see?

¢ How do you think the people (person) in the ad feels when
using the shampoo?

¢ How do you know how they feel?

* What techniques does the ad use to make people want to buy
this shampoo?

e What happens in the ad to show this?

COMMENTARY

This writer demonstrates a weak command of the task of analyz-
ing a television commercial. There is no focus on the ad itself.
Instead, the writer provides a personal testimony of the benefits
of the shampoo. The writer needs to review the ad and refocus
this paper on analysis of the ad.



ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

GRADE 6

MIDDLE

]

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED
ATV commercial discouraging the use of drugs

Dear ,

Recently I watched areally touching commer-
cial andI was wondering if you have seed it or not,
Itis about a teenager/college student who is
knealing on the side of the road atf the foot of a
tree.The tree has candles, cards, and pictures of
ayoung boy, at the bottom of it. Then at the top of
the t v screen phrases appear saying “His brother
was killed in a accident,” “By a driver under the
influence of drugs,” then it says “He was the
driver.” The meaning is that the feenager/ college
student killed his brother in a car accident
because he was under the influence of drugs. At
first the most apparent thing was that a young boy
had died, I knew this because there was a wreath
at the tree.I think that this is one of the best
commercials I have seen in a long time because
this commercial tell about something that happens
everyday in young peoples lives.It isn’t like the
other commercials where they tell you something
that isn’t frue just to get you to buy it. This has
tfouched me above all others and it makes me want
to do something for people under the influence of
drugs, but the only thingl can do about it right now
is fo make sure me, my family, and friends are not
under the influence.l hope that you will see it
sometime!

P.S.1tis usually on HBO!

Your Friend,

FEATURES

FOCUS

This letter maintains its focus on the main idea
of the commercial: the costs of using drugs. The
writer continues to reference the commercial
and brings the reader’s attention to words and
images from it throughout the letter.

ORGANIZATION

Although the writer does not use proper para-
graph structure to identify them, the letter

is organized into three distinct sections. The
introduction is a description of the commercial
including the stated (or apparent) message:
“His brother was killed in an accident/By a driver
under the influence of drugs. He was the driver.”
The second section concentrates on analyzing
the emotional factors the writer observes.The
letter concludes with the writer exploring the
influence or impact of the commercial on his

or her life.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Support and elaboration are the weakest areas
in this letter. The writer lists objects (a tree,
candles, and cards) but makes no comment on
their impact or contribution to the emotion of
the commercial. The writer explains inferred
ideas (“I knew that a young boy had died . ..
because there was a wreath at the tree.”) but
does not explain how this information provides
an emotional impact on the viewer.

STYLE

The writer’s soft, sincere tone is appropriate
to the subject matter. The writer uses some
sentence variety to create fluency. The
vocabulary is age appropriate but in no
way out of the ordinary.

CONVENTIONS

Minor spelling and grammatical errors do not
impede the reader’s understanding of this paper.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

While the response is somewhat organized, the writer could benefit
from a mini-lesson on appropriate paragraph structure. This paper
could be used in a model lesson in which students are asked to
separate ideas according to meaning and locate places where para-
graph indentation would make the writing easier to read.

This writer should also be encouraged to enhance the paper’s
minimal elaboration. The description of the scene depicted in the
commercial could be developed through the use of more precise
vocabulary, especially words appealing to the senses.

The writer could also develop a deeper analysis by giving specific
examples, particularly ones related to the emotions evoked by
this powerful commercial (for example, “I could not help but
imagine what the teenager was feeling as he sat beside his
brother’s grave — and wonder how | would ever get over my grief
if it happened to me.")

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

e What words could the writer use to describe the mood of this
commercial?

¢ Where might a description of the mood of the commercial be
appropriate in your paper?

COMMENTARY

The writer addresses the emotional impact of the television
commercial. Much stronger elaboration, including a clearer
description of the writer’s personal reaction, is necessary to
create a paper which adequately conveys an understanding of the
impact of such an emotionally-charged commercial. The writer is
obviously moved by the experience of viewing the commercial,
but does not translate that experience as effectively as the reader
might expect.



ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

GRADE 6

MIDDLE

]

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED

-—
an advertisement for milk which depicts a skateboarder with a milk mustache. m

The advertivment that 9. am describing is about
bow. milk can bhelp you. Jhe dairy company gives a
tlogan that says, “Prong bones. Weak gravity.” Jhe
thateboarder also. has a funny milk mustacke. Jhe
puwrvpose of this ad is to tell you that milk can help
prevent stress fractures and broken bones. Jhe
i a skateboarder because they break the most bones.

What works for me is hour the skateboarder just
jumps out of the page. 9 think that the skateboarder
i a famous person. My emotions appeal to this ad
because sthong and weak are very emotional. Jhey
bour the skateboarder is not on the sidewalk, be is
I(qull'
healthy. 9 would buy this product, 9 would buy it
for my cereal and to. drink with my cookies. Jhe
bodies. Ouverall 9. think the advertisement was fantas-
tic!

FEATURES

FOCUS

The essay is generally focused on the advertise-
ment for milk and its benefits as represented in
the ad. The writer establishes the concept from
the ad by quoting the slogan “Strong bones.
Weak gravity” The remainder of the essay
focuses on the implications of that slogan for
the reader.

ORGANIZATION

The essay demonstrates a clear progression of
ideas related to the ad and the message it
conveys. The writer opens with a description of
the advertisement, moves to an interpretation of
its emotional appeal, and concludes with its
personal relevance or impact on the writer.
There is a sense of completeness.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The impact of this analysis could be strength-
ened by more well-developed support and elab-
oration. The ideas are presented in short choppy
descriptions and brief extensions rather than
real elaboration. For example, the writer states
that there is emotional appeal in the ad and
merely quotes the words “weak and strong”
from the slogan without further explanation.
There is little development of the ideas related
to the impact of the ad.

STYLE

The writer’s use of short and weakly connected
sentences detracts from the coherence of the
piece. Some of the writer’s word combinations
seem inappropriate (for example, “The overall
quality of the ad is that milk will actually give you
strong bones . . .) Also, there is some reversal of
word order (e.g., "My emotions appeal to this ad.
.. " rather thanThis ad appeals to my emotions.)
which interrupts the flow.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

CONVENTIONS

Overall, this student exhibits a command of conventions. The
writer punctuates a compound sentence correctly. The writer
demonstrates an understanding of the use of quotation marks for
direct quotations and for emphasis (the skateboarder is “flying”).
The exclamation mark in the final sentence is superfluous.

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This writer could benefit from a mini-lesson on sentence variety
and developing more complex sentences.

The writer should be encouraged to develop a more well-defined
organizational strategy which frames the purpose of the analysis
more clearly. For example, the writer might select several key
ideas from Obijective 4.01 of the Standard Course of Study and
develop topic sentences around them. The teacher might assist
the writer in developing those ideas by asking questions.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING
¢ Does the ad demonstrate any bias on the part of its creator?

e What is the ad’s apparent message? Are there any hidden
messages?

To what emotions in the reader does the ad appeal?

Does the ad demonstrate the use of any propaganda tech-
niques? If so, which ones? How are they shown in the ad?

COMMENTARY

The writer of this essay demonstrates an understanding of the
task of analyzing the ad for milk. However, the analysis skims the
surface and presents the information in random fashion which
does not leave the reader feeling that the job has been done suffi-
ciently. This response represents a minimal example of “at grade
level” work.



ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

GRADE 6

HIGH

]

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED
An advertisement for home-style frozen food

Stousfer’s catel, plirase s “Noﬂ{ms Comes
Croser to Home.” Now , when you Lear this you
flink €irest about tle catel, plyrase. “OL,, Notling
Comes Croser Yo Home, tliat sounds nice. Maybe
o qo and buy some.” See, € you beLleve flat W
wiLL make you CeeL more Like your lome, you are
more Likery fo buy some. “They use your emotions to
make you buy their products, Many, companys use tlis
+ecl4r\‘\que o seLL more tems,

CSHouk€ers aLso uses Loaded words, Words Like
savory, tender and deLis\ous make you want tle prod-
uct even more. Companies often use this 'i'ecw\‘\aue o
make them seem more educated. E‘\Sser words tend to
nfimidate your averaqe person. Words Like “TZel_ax'm%"
make you €eeL caLmer and more sure about the prod-
uct,

As you can see n the ad, aLL of tle peopLe are
marLes. Vow, me myseL€ being a8 femaLe I end tlat
rather sexist, But tlat may, appeaL to a man, Men
Like fo €eeL “Maclo,” important, in clarge, and W€
tlie ad just slows men, they may, €eeL as ¢ tley are
more \mportant.

For anotler ‘ﬂ{\ns, tLe treeliouse n tle picture
Las r\o'(’l{\ms Yo do witl, tlie product. Tley are seLiing
Sood, not trees. A treeliouse may aLso appeaL fo
cliLdren, or an adurts nner clynd. ey associate
be‘\v\s a Samiy witl, bu‘\L.cl“\ms a freelouse.

Ctoukkers s +r>,‘\v\5 many, diccerent ‘i’ecw\‘\ques fo
36“’ peopre to buy ohe product, n’\aV\y peoprLe Lave
probabLy, aLready, bowsl»d’ tlis product €or no reason.
TPon’t be €oored by, advertising.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer maintains focus on analyzing the
advertising techniques used by the frozen food
company throughout the paper.

ORGANIZATION

The response has a clear beginning, middle, and
end. Each body paragraph is focused on a strat-
egy used by the frozen food company to attract
customers to buy their product. Within the para-
graphs, ideas are related to that topic, but transi-
tions from sentence to sentence are weak. The
writer focuses the critique around the ad’s use of
“loaded words,’ its somewhat sexist approach,
and its use of images which make the reader
associate with the product’s appeal to family.
The ideas are only loosely connected between
paragraphs.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Although elaboration for some ideas is minimal,
the writer provides engaging support of some.
The writer explains that while women may find
the ad sexist, the fact that only men are pictured
in the ad implies that men are likely to buy the
product because “men like to feel macho.” The
writer implies that the product will also sell
because treehouses “appeal to children” and
promote the image of family.

STYLE

There is an adequate use of grade level appro-
priate vocabulary. The writer’s voice is evident
and there is effective use of sentence variety.
The overall impact of the paper would be
strengthened by stronger transitions between
and among ideas and clearer topic sentences.

CONVENTIONS

Minor errors in capitalization, spelling, and
sentence completeness do not detract from the
writer’s message.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

" ou

Transitions such as “so,” “now,” and “for another thing” could be
revised for fluency.

The introduction and conclusion are only minimally effective and
could be strengthened by providing a clearer focus for the organi-
zation of the paper and summarizing the key points. The existing
conclusion sounds “hurried” and impedes rather than improves
the paper.

COMMENTARY

This paper represents the low end of the “high grade level”
range. The weaknesses in the introduction and conclusion detract
from the overall effectiveness. Further elaboration could also
strengthen the writer’s stance.



ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

"' GRADE 7

]

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED
An advertisement for ear muffs

The Moldex ear muff advertisement has
Bandwagon, Bias, emotional factors, and assumptions.

For example of Bandwagon The title is Don’t be
The Odd Man Out, that is band wagon. Or you’'ll
never be the odd man out that is also Bandwagon.
Exaples for Assumptions are, Some people want
good looks. Some people want comfort. Andsome
people want performance. That is Assumptions.

For example of Emotional facters, Everybody
feelBetter in Moldex Earmuff. that is an example of
Emotional facters.

Examples of Bias would be, With out M Series
Earmuffs, you can look as good as you feel.
Another example is, Try them on. Our distinctively-
styled cups with softcoat covering and exclusive
iridesent color make youlook as good as you feel.
One more example is, And our contoured head-
band and costom fit make you feel, look, and
perform good.

Finally The Moldex EarMuff advertisement has
Bandwagon, Bias, Emotional Factors, and last but
not least Assumptions.

FEATURES

FOCUS

While the writer attempts to maintain focus on
the task, the focus is weakened by the lack of
attention to the purpose of the advertisement.

ORGANIZATION

The paper is weakly organized around a string
of undeveloped examples. While the paper
progresses from one example to another, the
ideas are only loosely connected. Though the
writer has attempted to write a beginning,
middle, and end, the last paragraph of this
paper is a restatement of the first paragraph,
and is therefore ineffective.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The writer presents the advertising techniques
(bandwagon, emotional factors, etc.) as exam-
ples but never links them to clear topic
sentences. The writer further confuses the
issue by quoting from the text of the ad in
attempt to explain the ad’s use of “bias.”
Although the writer has attempted to provide
examples of bias (“You can look as good as
you feel” and “distinctively-styled cups with
soft-coat covering”), he or she has not made
the relationship clear between the examples
and the concept of bias.

STYLE

Sentence fluency is inhibited because the writer
does not use a variety of sentence structures.
Relationships between and among ideas are not
clearly established. Overuse of the word “exam-
ple” detracts from the message.

CONVENTIONS

The writer exhibits a lack of control of
sentence formation, punctuation, and spelling.
Inappropriate use of capitalization also creates
difficulty for the reader.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This student would benefit from a review of identifying the
purpose of text and multimedia in order to focus a critique of
them. Once a clear understanding of purpose is established, the
student could develop a writing plan to select key ideas for topic
sentences. Then, “examples” from the first draft could be incorpo-
rated into a clearer focus. The writer needs to make a strong
connection between topic sentences and elaboration.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING
e What is the purpose of this advertisement?

e What “assumptions” does the creator of this ad make about its
audience?

e How can you make connections between the advertisement
(text or medium) and the advertising strategies?

COMMENTARY

This paper represents a minimal example of critical writing for
seventh grade. Much review and practice is required to develop
this response. Though this student demonstrates an awareness of
the advertising terminology, the analysis (including insufficient
elaboration) does not support the student’s understanding.



ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

GRADE 7

MIDDLE

]

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED

-—
a fictitious advertisement for Nike women'’s running shoes which was a part of a popular movie m

What do women want? Nike's running shoes. At
least that's what it said in the movie. The bias is
hat all women worry about something. Whether or
not it's Meir makevp, clothes or fow they look.
There’s probobly net a day that goes by without
wWomen Worrying about something, but there is a
product at will stop that. Nike's running shoes? The
apparent message is that Nike shoes will eliminate
worries.

According to Nike, if you wear Nike shoes than
\Jou wont have nothing to worry about and you will
Nave so much confidence in Yourself about how you
loolt and Feel.

The \idden message is only Nike understands
women. Nike's shoes male wWomen Feel good about
themselues. The emotional factor colors are blue

and gray. They played soft music in the background.

The colors and the music is relaxing and makes \ou
feel Zappy.

one of Nike's propaganda techniaues is Mel
Gibsons Voice, sometimes it works because some
women love Wis Voice. Another propaganda fechnique
is That all women want fo feel like the woman in the
commercial, relax and not worry,.

n conclusion, | think people will want to Feel
relaxed, Nappy and comfortable. They will probably
pick Nike's running shoes. The commercial persuade
alot of women.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer is focused on the task, mentioning
bias, hidden messages, propaganda techniques,
and implying that one technique is “celebrities.”

ORGANIZATION

The writer establishes an organizational strategy
by beginning with a question based on the title
of the movie: “What do women want?” The
paper progresses with a brief discussion of
several advertising techniques. A minimal
conclusion is present.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The first paragraph attempts to explain the
apparent message found in the ad (“Nike
shoes will eliminate worries”) and to establish
the idea that the advertisement is biased
toward a female audience by stating that “all
women worry about something.” The second
paragraph (which would more logically be
connected to the first) supports that idea and
explains how wearing Nike running shoes will
relieve those worries.

The remaining paragraphs contain elaboration
that is list-like and repetitious. For example, the
writer states that the way Nike shoes are
presented in the ad “makes women feel good
about themselves,” makes them “feel happy,”
and makes them “feel like the woman in the
commercial”: relaxed.

STYLE

The writer uses limited, nondescript vocabulary.
The writer lacks skillful control of language, as
many of the words are overworked (“worry” and
“happy,” for example). The paper lacks sentence
variety and the transitions, when present, are
mundane (“another” and “in conclusion”).



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

CONVENTIONS

The writer exhibits adequate control of conventions. Some subject-
verb agreement errors (“the commercial persuade”) and a glaring
double negative (“won’t have nothing”) are present. However,
these errors do not impede the reader’s understanding of the
writer’s message.

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

After reviewing the definitions of the advertising techniques
mentioned in the paper (bias, hidden messages, emotional
factors, and propaganda techniques), the writer should select the
techniques which most apply to this commercial. Then, the writer
should brainstorm more effective support and elaboration, citing
details from the commercial and using more precise, purposeful
vocabulary.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

e Currently, your second paragraph does not seem to have its
own topic. Might the ideas in this paragraph be used as details
for another paragraph in your paper?

¢ How do colors and soft music create a relaxed, happy mood in
the commercial?

e According to the commercial, how do the running shoes actu-
ally eliminate worries or make the viewer feel happy?

e How does the commercial convey its message? How, besides
color and music, does the commercial convey the message that
Nike shoes will reduce worries?

COMMENTARY

This paper is based on a creative and unusual assignment: analy-
sis of an ad within a movie. Although the writer apparently under-
stands the implications of the ad, the analysis lacks depth and
merely skims the surface of the topic. The writer focuses on only
one aspect of the advertisement: the relaxing atmosphere it
portrays. With further review of Standard Course of Study
Obijectives 4.01 and 4.03, the writer could revise this paper to
develop a stronger analysis of the commercial.



ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

HIGH

GRADE 7
0\

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED
an advertisement for a clear skin product

Does proactiv really make the difference? Jhis
product uses omission, bandwagon, and celebrities to.
tw to. get you hooked to. buy their product. Does
proactiv. really work, or is it just a way to make
quick money off of a bad product?
the product sell. Jhe add doesn’t tell the whaole truth
everyone, that is what the add doesn’t tell. Along with
the before and after pictures the add doesn’t mention
tide effects if any, and if their it a recommended age
for the product to be used. In the add it gives quotes
about happy users but none from unbappy users. Jo
get this product to. sell they use omission and by to
product your face will become clean, of any blemishes
you may have.

Everyone it using it, why not you? Jhis ad also
takes the bandwagon approach. Jhe ad says that there
are bundreds of thousands of bappy users. 9t is
saying that everyone else it doing it, why not foin in
with the happy users. Jhe ad s tying to conuince the
audience to. get on the bandwagon and go for a ride.

Celebnities are a Rey part in ads — to get you
hooked to buy the product. Jhis particular ad uses
Sudith Light to. endorse their product. Jhit convinces’
Uike Qudith. Celebnities it a very common propaganda
technique that ads use to. endorte a product. 9§ you
aren’t careful you will fall into the advertisements
trap.

Does proactive really work? Jhis ad i twing to
conuince you to buy the product by using omission,
bandwagon, and celebrities, Will you be tricked by
aduertitements that want you to. buy their product,
you decide.

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer maintains a clear focus on an analy-
sis of the commercial for Proactiv throughout
the essay.

ORGANIZATION

The writer establishes the purpose of the essay
in the introduction and develops a strong
progression of related ideas throughout. Each
paragraph in the body of the paper discusses a
separate advertising technique (omission,
bandwagon, and celebrities). The composition
is unified and complete.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Each idea in the body of the paper is well elabo-
rated with related and sufficient details. The first
idea contains the strongest elaboration. The
writer defines the concept of “omission” and
then explains what the ad “doesn’t tell” The
other ideas are elaborated but not in as great a
depth as the first. The writer explains that the
“bandwagon approach” encourages the viewer
to join the “hundreds of thousands of happy
users.” In the third body paragraph (paragraph
4), the writer explains how Judith Light's
endorsement of the product makes use of the
“celebrities” technique in advertisement.

STYLE

The writer’s voice is clearly heard in this essay.
The writer speaks with confidence and authority
which is established in the opening paragraph:
“Does proactiv really work, or is it just a way to
make quick money off of a bad product?”
Sentence fluency and strong, purposeful vocab-
ulary are evident. All ideas in the essay are
clearly connected.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

CONVENTIONS

This writer’s work demonstrates control of grammatical conven-
tions which are appropriate to the task. This essay represents
strong command of conventions, especially since it was
produced in an “on-demand” situation.

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This paper could be used effectively in the classroom as a model
for well-developed elaboration. Especially in the second paragraph,
the writer uses a multi-layered approach by giving elaboration for
each idea and thoroughly explaining its significance.

The third and fourth paragraphs could be enhanced by developing
the support to produce more evenness of elaboration.

The conclusion could be enhanced by eliminating the list of main
ideas that were presented in the introduction. Also, the final
sentence should be edited for punctuation to give it the impact
the writer intended.

COMMENTARY

This essay provides a strong, well-developed analysis of a
well-known television infomercial. Though the student uses
advertisement terminology, he or she has integrated the
language into the paper, contributing to the fluency of ideas
as well as sentences. The writer demonstrates a clear under-
standing of advertising techniques and relates them appropri-
ately to this commercial.

The closing statement (which should be punctuated differently)
sums up the reader’s effective engagement of the audience in
the analysis: “Will you be tricked by advertisements that want
you to buy this product? You decide.”



ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

" GRADE 8

]

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED
an ad for a deadbolt

The Schlage deadbolt add has many underling
messages fo if. It is directly stating it is better than
the competition and \as catehy phrases with if.

It opening senfence is saying that without the
Sellage security doors burglars could breal into
Jour Zome as easy as calke. It also lod’er states that
Without a Sehlage security the burglars “lose their
appetitie.” This is a somewhat comical and catehy
phrase and is coming out bluntly yet fun that theirs
are the very best locks made.

In a finer print a bit down the page it also says
hat you can improve Your door apperance with
little extras From the company. In that sentence it
says that Jou can improve \our doors look just by
0dding a simple Schlage door Knob.

Ancther added piece of information on +his add
is that at the bottom it says that it is a proven
source and solution for security and safy. It is
renenforcing that Schlage security is the best.

It is obvious that +his add is bias about the fact
ot Schloge is supreme in security. It also shows
hat theirs is better than the competition and uses
catel, phrases and pictures o draw Your attention

FEATURES

FOCUS

In the beginning, the writer clearly states the
product being advertised. However, the paper
exhibits limited analysis of the advertisement.

ORGANIZATION

The writer incorporates a beginning, middle and
end, but none are well developed or complete.
All ideas are related to the product. The writer
does not maintain a constancy of purpose
through the development of elements. This is
noted when the writer describes what is in the
ad, as in “the little extras” in paragraph three.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The second paragraph does a minimal job of
addressing the use of “catchy phrases” in the
ad. However, the next paragraph which focuses
on “little extras” is not well elaborated and
supported. This also holds true in the paragraph
that deals with reinforcing the deadbolt as a
proven source for security and safety. The writer
does not convey an explanation or understand-
ing of bias in the last paragraph.

STYLE

The writer demonstrates a reasonable control
of style. The writer incorporates a variety of
sentence styles by using inverted and complex
sentences.

CONVENTIONS

Most sentence formations are correct. However,
in one instance, the writer’s error impairs the
reader’s understanding. This is noted at the end
of the second paragraph when the writer states,
“This is a somewhat comical and catchy phrase
and is coming out bluntly yet fun that theirs are
the very best locks made.” Minor errors in
spelling (safty, reenforcing) and grammar
(door/door’s) do not impede the reader’s under-
standing of the ideas conveyed.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This student would benefit from teacher and peer conferences
related to elaboration, particularly related to sufficiency in
elaboration.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

e How could you restructure the following sentence to make it
more fluent: “This is a somewhat comical and catchy phrase
and is coming out bluntly yet fun that theirs are the very best
locks made”?

* |n the last paragraph, how could you better express an under-
standing of bias? Remember to include an example of bias
with elaboration.

COMMENTARY

While this paper is adequate, at times the writer seems too
concerned with describing or quoting the ad rather than analyz-
ing techniques. Through assistance in revising, at least two or
three paragraphs could be developed into strong main ideas with
sufficient details and elaboration. This is particularly true in the
third paragraph where the writer addresses “appearance with
little extras.”



ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

GRADE 8

MIDDLE

]

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED
The writer analyzes an advertisement for gasoline.

In tle “§uper3as" ad, flie propaganda tecliniques
bar\dwasor\ and repetition are used. Tl\is ad cateles
your eye witl, words ' aLL caps 4 Ws smaLL size.
Acter Laving read W, Tve decided tlat cLeany,
proves Ws pownt,

e “gupersas" ad asks you to “Yoin the Lorde
o€ ofler drivers” wlho use Superqas everyday. FPrior
o that statement, "W teLLs tlat “$0,000 drvers a
minute stop €or prersas”. —Tlas s the basis for tle
“Yon the Lorde” bandwagon feclwnique.

-Tl\e name “prersas” \s repeated severaL fimes
du.r‘\r\S tLe ad. TL\is s done to 3&4’ your attention 4
Leave what I’d caLL a “QuperSas tattoo” stuek on
your brain, America s aLso used a few fimes to yet
agqain catel, your attention ¢ remind you o€ where
prersas is sod, 4 wlbo buys .

Acter reviewing tlie ad a few times ¢ examining Ws
propa.sav\da tecliniques, I Lave decided that aLL tle
bandwagon # repetition n tlhe ad is working. It just
makes me want to qo “Buy Superqas today.”

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer is clearly focused on the task of
analyzing the ad.

ORGANIZATION

The writer establishes an organizational strat-
egy but weaknesses exist in progression from
beginning, middle, to end. The writer begins
the essay by identifying two types of propa-
ganda techniques and describing some key
features of the ad. The introduction also tells
the reader that the writer believes the ad to be
effective. The body discusses each of the tech-
niques briefly. The conclusion reiterates the
ideas from the introduction.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

The body of the essay provides limited support
for the ideas presented. The paragraph about the
bandwagon technique quotes two statements
from the ad but does little to explain or elaborate
them. The paragraph about repetition states that
the words “Supergas” and “America” are
repeated throughout the ad. The writer
comments on the quality of the ad, relating it to
the repetition strategy by suggesting that it
leaves a “ ‘Supergas tattoo’ stuck on your brain!”

STYLE

The writer uses sentence variety and some inter-
esting word choices (“Supergas tattoo” and
“join the horde,” for example). The writer’s use
of the “&"” symbol instead of the word “and”
creates a sense of informality which may indi-
cate a lack of awareness of audience.

CONVENTIONS

The writer has control of grammatical conven-
tions that are appropriate to the task, with the
exception of the use of the “&” symbol which
detracts from the formality of language. Errors
in sentence formation, usage, and mechanics do
not impede the reader’s understanding of the
ideas conveyed.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This writer could benefit from conferencing (either with the
teacher or a peer response group) to develop support and elabo-
ration. After careful review of the advertisement, the writer should
be questioned to develop the ideas related to each type of propa-
ganda mentioned.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

e What does the ad look like? Besides “all caps and small size”
what else is shown in the ad? Is there a picture?

e What does it mean to “join the horde”? How does this state-
ment demonstrate the bandwagon technique?

e How are the words “Supergas” and “America” repeated? Are
they used in a statement about the product or just printed in the
background?

e Why does the repetition of the word “America” make people
want to buy Supergas?

COMMENTARY

This writing provides a clear example of writing which demon-
strates an organizational strategy and some knowledge of the
techniques of advertising related to accomplishing the task.
However, the writer’s lack of references to specific details from
the ad itself creates a limited response. With revision, this essay
could be developed into an effective analysis.



ENVIRONMENT CRITICAL

TASK

GRADE 8

ABOVE

]

Writers will produce an essay that analyzes an advertisement or commercial for bias, apparent or hidden

messages, emotional factors, or propaganda techniques.

TEXT OR MEDIUM ANALYZED
An advertisement for a Sun tamer hat

Tbere are many bhats out nouw you can buy to
protect your head from the sun, wind, and rain.
Some are as simple as ball caps, and others are like
full bead coverings, but there’s a neuw hat on the
market called a Sun Jamer Hat that may be even
better!

According to. its ad, the Sun Jamer works
wonders while you're outside and during all kinds of
Tbe “decorative leather band”, “stylish design”, a
“cool idea”, and “innovative air-cireulation”. % has
several pictures of an older man and woman weanr-
Tbe ad also. bhas a “hook”, that states the hat s “a
cool idea for everyone!”. 9t twys to appeal to people
who are concerned with their image by giving it a
“astylish design” and a “decorative leather hatband” .
Tbe advertivment also. tws to be appealing to those
who are looking for more than just a hat to wear
outside. 9t states that it “repels beat, instead of
absorbing it”, “innovative air cireulation ring”,
“keeps glasses dry”, “wind tested”, and the hat has
an “adjustable, waskhable beadband” .

AL those features sound great, but some things
Does the cireulation ring really prevent entrapment?
Who says the hatband it decorative? 3 may think its
ugly! Jhose are all opinions that not everyone udbo
uses the product may agree with. Alic., the advertise-
ment doein’t mention anything bad about the hat. 3t
may only last for a year, or get faded, but the ad
doesn’t mention any of those things because it is bias.
Plus, not everyone may think it's “a cool idea”! 9n
the pictwre, they show. the same man wearing it, o

FEATURES

FOCUS

The writer maintains focus on the advertisement
throughout the essay. The focus never strays
from a careful analysis of the ad’s effectiveness.

ORGANIZATION

The writer uses a clever opening paragraph that
hooks the reader. The writer attempts to engage
the reader by relating to the broad experience of
hat wearing and then introduces the focus of this
critique: the SunTamer Hat. The paper progresses
logically through an analysis of the positive
features of the hat as presented in the ad, then to
a “consumer alert” analysis that questions the
validity of the ad.The writer brings a sense of
completeness to the work through a conclusion
that challenges the reader to make his or her own
decision about the product.

SUPPORT AND ELABORATION

Without relying on a predetermined list of
advertising techniques, the writer masterfully
quotes from the text of the ad and explains the
significance of each statement (“It trys to appeal
to people who are concerned with their image
by giving it a ‘stylish design’ and a ‘decorative
leather hatband.”)

STYLE

This writer's style represents skillful use of
precise, purposeful vocabulary that weaves
quotations from the ad with appropriate descrip-
tions of their effect. Although there is some
redundancy through the overuse of “it,” particu-
larly as a sentence starter, the writer shows
adequate of sentence variety. The writer’s voice
is clearly heard in this analysis.

CONVENTIONS

The writing in this selection represents an origi-
nal approach to analyzing the effectiveness of an
advertisement.



ANNOTATION NOTES continued...

INSTRUCTIONAL IMPLICATIONS

This paper represents an original approach to analyzing the effec-
tiveness of an advertisement. This writer demonstrates that criti-
cal analysis does not have to rely on a formulaic checklist of
advertising or propaganda techniques.

QUESTIONS FOR CONFERENCING

Why is it important to have sentence variety in writing? How
might you vary the way you have begun your sentences in this
paper? [Look especially at your sentences that begin with “It”

COMMENTARY

This paper provides an engaging response to the task of analysis
of an advertisement. The writer addresses the task from a unique
perspective and brings voice to the message.

be and the woman may be the only ones
whao like it!

Well, as you can see, this aduvertise-
ment has many pluses and minuses, like
all ads do.. Po go. out and buy an

“amaging” Sun Jdamer Hat! Maybe it
will be as good as it sounds!






